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Looking back IOO years 

Members of the 78th Highlanders in First World War uniforms stand at attention during a 
press conference at Pier 21 in Halifax. Wednesday marked the 100th anniversary since HMTS 
Saxonia departed Halifax to transport soldiers to the war. Story in metroNEWS. jeff harper/metro 


Fuel leak nets 
costly cleanup 


BURNSIDE BUS DEPOT 

‘HRM failed’ in 
spill that cost 
over $2.6M: 
Auditor general 


Halifax Transit should have 
realized thousands of litres of 
diesel fuel were leaking from 
their depot last year, the city’s 
auditor general said Wednesday. 

Lany Munroe presented a re¬ 
view on the fuel spill at Halifax 
Transit’s Burnside bus depot in 
2014 to the city’s audit and fi¬ 
nance standing committee. The 
spill ended up costing about $2.6 
million to clean, plus the cost of 
200,000 litres of fuel that leaked 
into a nearby ditch and surround¬ 
ing area over several months. 

“The failure was not having 


the right controls in place,” 
Munroe said. “We believe that 
unfortunately HRM failed in its 
environmental stewardship.” 

Not only did the leak go un¬ 
detected last winter, but it was 
only noticed in April by a nearby 
car dealership on Windmill Road 
and Halifax Water employees see¬ 
ing an oily sheen in one of their 
ditches, Munroe said. 

As soon as it was detected, 
Munroe said it took a further 
six weeks for Halifax Transit to 
determine the leak was coming 
from them. 

Munroe made recommenda¬ 
tions around better inventory 
tracking and using physical 
methods to measure how much 
fuel they have at all times rather 
than using dollar amounts. 

“This is veiy serious. I’m not 
happy about it,” Mayor Mike 
Savage said after the meeting. 

“It affects our reputation, it 
affects us financially, it affects 
us environmentally.” 

Munroe said Halifax Transit 


© 

Am I 

disappointed? 

Absolutely. 

Larry Munroe, auditor general 

staff did notice an upswing in 
the amount of fuel needed over 
the winter months last year but 
“truly believed” buses were sim¬ 
ply burning more fuel. 

“The systems that we had in 
place could have been more ro¬ 
bust,” Halifax Transit director 
Eddie Robar told reporters. 

Robar said that due to the re¬ 
view, they have now a better 
inventoiy-control system in place 
at both of their depots and some¬ 
one will be physically checking 
the fuel levels in all tanks. 

CAO Richard Butts said HRM 
is going through the courts to 
determine whether the contract¬ 
ors who put in the faulty fuel 
systems bear any responsibility. 
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AG finds flaws In city’s 
expenses procedures 

CITY HALL 



Electronic 
systems, 
more review 
recommended 

Haley 
\ r Ryan 

| Halifax 

Halifax’s auditor general is 
recommending city hall look 
into electronic systems to cut 
down on small but “embar¬ 
rassing” mistakes. 

On Wednesday, Larry Mun- 
roe presented a compliance 
review of expenses for city 
councillors, senior manage¬ 
ment, staff and the mayor 
that showed there are no 
major or systemic issues, but 
some room for improvement 
in areas such as paperwork 
going missing or errors made 
with reimbursement forms. 

“Our objective is to not 
be in a position where the 
organization is questioned 
or ... where there’s ambigu¬ 
ity or confusion,” Munroe 
told reporters after the aud¬ 
it and finance committee 
meeting. 

“They can become very em¬ 
barrassing ... over very small 
amounts at times.” 

Recommendations includ¬ 
ed reviewing reimbursement 
forms and the policies around 
purchasing cards to make 
sure they still meet the oper¬ 
ational needs, and potentially 
electronic systems for ex¬ 
pense reimbursements to 
eliminate calculation errors. 

CAO Richard Butts said he 
was happy to hear overall 
that Munroe had no major 


issues with how expenses 
were being carried out, and 
agreed “automation is where 
we try to go with everything.” 

“We’re working on those 
things with management,” 
Butts said. 

Although Munroe also 
recommended the “one-up” 
mechanism of having the 
mayor’s expenses signed off 
by an “equal,” such as Coun. 
Bill Karsten as chairman of 
audit and finance, Mayor 
Mike Savage said the idea 
of politicians approving one 


© 

These are 
not systemic 
problems. 

HRM auditor general 
Larry Munroe 

another’s expenses is not a 
good idea. 

However, Munroe said 
there are also issues around 
having someone who works 


for a politician, such as sen¬ 
ior staff or the manager in 
a councillor’s office, sign off 
on expenses when they might 
not feel comfortable bring¬ 
ing up concerns. 

Savage places his own ex¬ 
penses online, which Munroe 
said is always a good idea. 
Having other councillor 
and staff expenses available 
would be “a value,” he said. 

“We are spending the tax¬ 
payers money; it would be 
the highest levels of trans¬ 
parency,” Munroe said. 



Mayor Mike Savage says 
politicians should not be 
approving each other's 
expenses, metro file 


FINANCE 

LED streetlight project gets another green light 


Switching the region’s street¬ 
lights to LED power may cost 
$7 million more than origin¬ 
ally thought, but a new report 
shows the expense will still be 
covered in the same amount 
of time. 

Halifax Regional Municipal¬ 
ity’s audit and finance commit¬ 


tee passed a recommendation 
to regional council Wednesday 
that would see LED streetlights 
designed, supplied and installed 
by GJ Cahill and Company, Ltd., 
for $37.2 million over two years. 

The committee also approved 
the total capital cost of $47.6 
million for converting the 


streetlights, which staff said 
was a better estimate compared 
to the roughly $40 million set 
out in 2013. 

“This is a veiy important pro¬ 
ject,” Major Mike Savage said 
during the meeting. 

Greg Keefe, Halifax’s chief 
financial officer, told the com¬ 


mittee he is much more com¬ 
fortable with this figure, which 
takes into account contingency 
funds in case Nova Scotia Power 
rates move around, or the more 
than 400,000 new lights go¬ 
ing in don’t last as long as pro¬ 
jected. 

Savage pointed out that with¬ 


out the switch to LED, the city 
would be paying $7 million 
yearly in maintenance and with 
the change, about $2 million 
a year, resulting in savings of 
$5 million annually that would 
go into the reserve and pay off 
the lights by 2023-24. 

HALEY RYAN/METRO 


PILOT PROJECT 

Collision 

centre 

closing 

The Halifax Collision Re¬ 
porting Centre is shutting 
its doors. 

After eight months of test¬ 
ing out the centre as a re¬ 
source to residents, Halifax 
Regional Police announced 
Wednesday that the pilot pro¬ 
ject will “cease operations” at 
the end of the week. 

“A number of factors, in¬ 
cluding the ability of citizens 
to continue reporting colli¬ 
sions at local police stations, 
meant that we weren’t able to 
fully realize the efficiencies 
and improved data integrity 
achieved by other police ser¬ 
vices,” Supt. Sean Auld said 
in a news release. 

Halifax Regional Police 
opened the Halifax Collision 
Centre to the public, in part¬ 
nership with Accident Support 
Services International, last 
Sept. 10 at headquarters on 
Gottingen Street in the city’s 
north end. 

“While we are disappointed 
with the outcome, this has 
been a valuable learning ex¬ 
perience for us,” Auld said, 
adding the business model 
was given a go “at no expense 
to the municipality.” 

Halifax Regional Police said 
they’re still looking for solu¬ 
tions to improve how they deal 
with collisions, metro 

© IN BRIEF 

Birch Cove Beach 
to fly the Blue Flag 

Birch Cove Beach in 
Dartmouth continues to 
be one of the cleanest 
beaches in the world, 
according to Environ¬ 
mental Defence. 

The Canadian organ¬ 
ization gave the popu¬ 
lar beach a Blue Flag 
designation Wednesday. 

It was one of only 26 
beaches in Canada to 
receive the designation, 
which means a beach or 
marina is clean, swim- 
mable, and meets safety 
and environmental stan¬ 
dards. 

This is Birch Cove's 
third year receiving the 
flag. The Halifax water¬ 
front is the only marina 
in the province to re¬ 
ceive the Blue Flag, metro 
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Curriculum gets reboot 



Education Minister Karen Casey speaks at the Halifax Forum on Wednesday, jeff harper/metro 


EDUCATION 

N.S., teachers 
aim to improve 
learning for 
youngest pupils 


Heide 

Pearson 

For Metro | Halifax 


A new curriculum for Nova 
Scotia students in primary 
school through Grade 3 was 
unveiled Wednesday by the 
provincial government dur¬ 
ing a professional develop¬ 
ment workshop at the Halifax 
Forum. 

Education Minister Karen 
Casey spoke to elementary- 
school teachers who were 
there to learn how their class¬ 
rooms will change come Sep¬ 
tember. 

“At the heart of the action 
plan is a fundamental commit¬ 
ment to make eveiy classroom 
a place where teachers can 
teach and students can learn 
together,” Casey said. 

The new action plan, titled 


The 3 Rs: Renew Refocus Re¬ 
build, aims to make curricu¬ 
lum outcomes clearer for 
teachers and students, includes 
indicators of student progress 
and puts a heavy push on math 
and literacy teaching. 

Casey worked alongside 
teachers to develop the new 


plan. They heard from educa¬ 
tors across the province about 
elements of teaching that they 
feel need to change. 

Issues ranged from having 
too much curriculum to cover, 
having no clear indicators of 
students’ learning and not hav¬ 
ing enough time for teachers 


to become familiar with the 
curriculum before teaching 
it to students. 

Casey said it was import¬ 
ant to work with teachers on 
“The 3 Rs” to ensure the people 
making decisions about the 
classroom are active in how 
education works across Nova 
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There are specific 
things that were 
taken out, but 
the big ideas that 
we've always 
taught will be 
implemented into 
the languages, arts 
and math. 

Teacher Michael Macdonald 

Scotia. 

“It means that as teachers, 
we’re go(ing) to be able to 
spend more time with your 
students on reading and math,” 
Michael Macdonald, one of the 
teachers involved in creating 
the new plan, said Wednesday. 

The new plan will incorpor¬ 
ate initiatives such as math 
mentors for students, more 
hands-on learning and a home¬ 
work policy. It also emphasiz¬ 
es a stronger relationship be¬ 
tween teachers and the school 
board. Changes will be seen in 
classrooms over the next few 
years, Casey said. 


CONTRACTING 

Energy 
program 
to open up 

Nova Scotia’s Energy Depart¬ 
ment says Efficiency Nova Scotia 
will make changes to one of its 
programs to open the market 
up to more independent con¬ 
tractors. 

The move follows a review 
announced last spring after 
the government received com¬ 
plaints from two LED lighting 
supply companies about high 
incentives, unfair pricing and 
unfair practices. 

The Business Energy Solu¬ 
tions program assists small- and 
medium-sized businesses with 
the cost of developing energy- 
efficiency plans and also offers 
rebates to help pay for upgrades. 

The department says its re¬ 
view found that although the 
program met its performance 
standards, the use of only three 
deliveiy agents and discounts 
as high as 100 per cent made 
it impossible for local supply 
companies to compete. 

Under changes expected to 
take effect Aug. 1, energy aud¬ 
its will be conducted by small- 
business energy auditors chosen 
through a publicly tendered 
process, the Canadian press 
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Dartmouth High teacher Heather Hughes-Leck talks with her Grade 11 class on Wednesday. 

JEFF HARPER/METRO 

Inspired teaching 


EDUCATION 

Dartmouth 
High teacher 
a finalist for 
national award 


Heide 

Pearson 

For Metro | Halifax 


A focus on student awareness 
and extracurricular activities 
has one Dartmouth High School 
teacher nominated for a na¬ 
tional award. 

Heather Hughes-Leck teaches 
English and sociology at the Vic¬ 
toria Road school. Outside the 
classroom, though, she teaches 
students to be more aware of 
the world they live in. 

Another teacher saw the ef¬ 
fort and care that Hughes puts 
into her students and nominat¬ 
ed her for the Canadian Family 
Teacher Award. 

Now, she’s a finalist. 


“I felt honoured, I felt over¬ 
whelmed,” Hughes said. 

She’s the only teacher nom¬ 
inated from Atlantic Canada. 

Hughes is involved with sev¬ 
eral groups at Dartmouth High 
that encourage student involve¬ 
ment within their community 
— and around the world. 

As part of the Human Rights 
Club, she has taken students on 
service trips to the Dominican 
Republic. Students five in cane¬ 
cutting areas to help Haitians 
working in the sugarcane fields. 
They provide beds, stoves and 
housing. 

She plans to take another 
group next March. 

Hughes also helped the 
school raise $1,000 in four days, 
which was donated to UNICEF 


to help with relief efforts in 
Nepal after the earthquake ear¬ 
lier this month. 

Hughes said it’s amazing to 
see the students’ enthusiasm 
for helping and making a dif¬ 
ference. 

“I think in terms of volun¬ 
teering and making change in 
the world, (the students) can see 
that they can absolutely impact 
and make a change,” she said. 

Hughes is also involved with 
the Eco Club, which helps with 
a memory garden, organizes 
cleanups and arranged a local 
market for students. 

The Canadian Family Teach¬ 
er Award has three winners. 
Each teacher wins $2,500 to 
put toward school supphes and 
programming for their school. 
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It's amazing to see; the kids have 
these huge plans and they want 
to help and they want to make 
change. 

Heather Hughes-Leck 


TRAVEL 

Newfoundland, Cape Breton 
Island mixed up on tour map 


L’anse aux Mea-D’OH! 

If you Come By Chance 
to Cape Breton instead of 
Newfoundland and Labra¬ 
dor, perhaps a Calgary tour 
company’s errant map is to 
blame. 

Anderson Vacations has 
issued an apology, hopeful¬ 
ly to the Heart’s Content of 
residents in both provinces, 
after a travel brochure map 
that was every inch in error 
peppered Cape Breton with 
Newfoundland communities. 


Whoops! 

On a clear day, you can see 
the shores of Prince Edward 
Island from Gros Morne Na¬ 
tional Park. (Anderson Va¬ 
cations) 

People first called Bay 
Bulls—t on the labelling 
snafu on social media after 
towns like Deer Lake, Twil- 
lingate and Main Brook went 
all around the circle where 
names like Gillis Lake, East 
Bay and Dutch Brook should 
be. 


“We apologize to our part¬ 
ners and friends across New¬ 
foundland for the map error,” 
Anderson CEO Corey Marshall 
wrote in a statement, adding 
his company’s (not so) Happy 
Adventure began when the 
mistake was overlooked dur¬ 
ing proofing. The company 
also expressed regret on its 
Twitter feed. 

“This does not align with 
our organization’s passion for 
the province and the region.” 

METRO 
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Masked men rob store 



Police attend the Needs convenience store on Herring Cove Road on Wednesday morning, jeff harper/metro 


CRIME 

Two threaten 
clerk at Needs 
with handgun, 
crowbar: Police 

C) Philip 

■ * Croucher 

,-jr*' Metro | Halifax 

Police in Halifax are investi¬ 
gating a morning robbery that 
saw men with weapons grab 
a female employee and force 
her around a store. 

Halifax Regional Police 
say two men wearing masks 
walked into the Needs con¬ 
venience store, located in the 
0 to 100 block of Herring Cove 
Road, around 5 a.m. on Wed¬ 
nesday. 

The men — one had a hand¬ 
gun and the other a crowbar — 
demanded cash and cigarettes 
from a woman working behind 
the counter. 

The employee was grabbed 
by the men and forced around 
the store, police say in a re¬ 
lease. 

“It’s unclear why they did 


that,” said Halifax Regional 
Police spokesman Const. Pierre 
Bourdages. 

He added she wasn’t physic¬ 
ally hurt, but went through a 
“traumatic experience.” 

After getting cash and 


smokes, the men eventually 
fled in a silver, mid-size car 
with rust on the bottom of 
the doors. 

Police say witnesses saw the 
car heading towards Withrod 
Drive. 


The suspects are described 
as white men with slim builds 
who were wearing hoodies and 
masks on the lower parts of 
their faces. 

The handgun was described 
as silver with a wooden handle. 


Q INFORMATION 

Anyone with information 
is asked to contact police 
or Crime Stoppers. 


CRIME 

Man, 26 , 
facing 
weapons 
charges 

A 26-year old man is facing 
weapons charges after a rob¬ 
bery at the Needs Conven¬ 
ience store on Lacewood 
Drive late Monday night. 

Halifax police say a man 
entered the store with a knife 
and demanded cash from the 
clerk just after 9:30 p.m. 

Police say he then fled the 
store with an undisclosed 
amount of money and ciga¬ 
rettes. 

Police searched the area 
with the K-9 unit, but were 
unable to find the suspected 
robber. 

Around 24 hours later, po¬ 
lice say they arrested Andrew 
Francis White on Dawn Street 
in Haifax. 

White was scheduled to 
appear in Halifax provincial 
court on Wednesday. 

Along with weapons char¬ 
ges, he is also up on robbery 
and breach of probation of¬ 
fences. 
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CRIME 

Halifax police dog catches 
youths breaking into vehicles 



Halifax RCMP police service dog Baylee. courtesy rcmp 


A Halifax police dog has taken 
a bite out of crime in a Cole 
Harbour neighbourhood. 

The RCMP say early Saturday 
morning, officers called in po¬ 
lice service dog Baylee to help 
with complaints they had been 
receiving from residents about 
people stealing money and per¬ 
sonal items from vehicles on 
Arklow Drive and some sur¬ 
rounding streets. 

According to a release, once 
Baylee arrived on scene, he 
quickly picked up the suspects 
scent and led her handler to 
Fieldwood Circle, where they 
caught a male youth hiding be¬ 
hind a car in a driveway. 

A few minutes later, Baylee 
led police to the front door of 
a home on Chameau Crescent, 
where a second suspect was 
taken into custody. 

“Although PSD Baylee was 
not required to use force dur¬ 


ing the arrests, she was given 
a pat on the back for taking a 
bite out of crime,” a RCMP re¬ 
lease states. 

A 17-year-old boy from Cole 
Harbour and a 15-year-old boy 


from Cheriy Brook were both 
arrested without incident. 

They were later released from 
custody on conditions and will 
be appearing in Halifax youth 
court at a later date, metro 


WEST END 

Several people left homeless by fire 


At least eight people were out 
of a home Wednesday after 
an early morning fire caused 
damage to an apartment build¬ 
ing in Halifax’s west end, the 
Canadian Red Cross said. 

The blaze was reported short¬ 


ly after midnight at a four-unit 
complex at 6347 Edinburgh St. 

The Red Cross was helping 
six adults and two infants from 
three of the four apartments 
find food and shelter, and vol¬ 
unteers will continue to assess 


the situation and provide help 
if needed. 

The relief organization also 
said help will be provided to 
the tenant or tenants in the 
fourth apartment if needed. 
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Cape Breton Search and Rescue combs through a wooded area near the home of then-missing 
Framboise woman Michelle Marie Demers-Kennedy, inset, cape breton post file, inset: contributed 


Son pleads guilty 
to killing mother 


CRIME 

Schizophrenic 
man changes 
his plea after 
charge altered 

A Richmond County man plead¬ 
ed guilty Wednesday to man¬ 
slaughter in the death of his 
mother two years ago, although 
her body has never been found. 

Merlin Demers-Kennedy, 32, 
of Framboise, is the eldest of 
Michelle Demers-Kennedy’s five 
children. He initially pleaded not 
guilty to second-degree murder, 
but a resolution conference in¬ 
volving the Crown and defence 
resulted in the change to charge 
and plea. 

Demers-Kennedy, who has 
been diagnosed with paranoid 
schizophrenia but was found fit 
to stand trial, showed no emo¬ 
tion Wednesday during his ap¬ 
pearance in Nova Scotia Supreme 
Court in Port Hawlcesbuiy. 

Wearing grey camouflage 


pants and a grey top, he replied 
“Yes” when asked by Justice 
Simon MacDonald if he under¬ 
stood what was taking place. 

Crown attorney Shane Rus¬ 
sell told reporters there was a 
lengthy psychiatric assessment 
process. 

“(The psychiatric report) heav¬ 
ily dealt with matters involving 
Mr. Demers-Kennedy’s histoiy 
with mental health and how 
that played into his actions on 
this particular date,” Russell said. 

“The report detailed Demers- 
Kennedy’s perception of what 
he believed was happening to 
him and ultimately what led to 
his actions.” 

Despite extensive searches, 
Michelle Demers-Kennedy’s re¬ 
mains have never been found. 
Russell said police drilled 
as many as 800 holes in the 
Framboise area in the search. 

Michelle Demers-Kennedy, 57, 
was last seen alive by a friend 
May 3, 2013. She was reported 
missing to RCMP on May 12, 
2013 — Mother’s Day. 

Merlin Demers-Kennedy 


Q CONFESSION 

Merlin Demers-Kennedy 
admitted to killing his 
mother in an RCMP state¬ 
ment, stating "his inten¬ 
tion wasn't to kill her but 
to take her to the police so 
I could stop her from rap¬ 
ing me." 


spoke to RCMP on May 18 and 
said he doesn’t get along with 
his family. On May 23, search 
warrants were executed in his 
trailer on Tree Rivers Road and 
his vehicle. 

Inside a closet, police found 
personal writings described as 
nonsensical but dealing with 
topics including God, incest and 
killing. The trunk liner from 
his car was found in the trailer. 

If Demers-Kennedy is sen¬ 
tenced to time in a federal 
prison, he will have access to 
more counselling and treatment 
programs. He will be sentenced 
June 19. cape breton post 


YOUTH COURT 

Boy pleads not guilty 
in scltool bus death 


A Sydney boy charged with 
criminal negligence causing 
death entered a not-guilty 
plea Wednesday and was as¬ 
signed a trial date. 

The 15-year-old, whose 
name is prohibited from 


publication, is charged in 
relation to the Feb. 11 death 
of 18-year-old Christopher 
Walter Chafe of Sydney. 

The youth is alleged to 
have been negligent in push¬ 
ing Chafe, which caused 


him to fall into the path of 
a school bus. The incident 
occurred at Sydney Academy 
high school. 

The trial in youth court is 
now scheduled for Sept. 8. 

CAPE BRETON POST 
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Pets make "life worth living’: PM’s wife 


LAUREEN HARPER 

Tours animal 
shelter during 
visit to N.S. 

Robynn Hatton is accustomed to 
giving tours at the LA. Animal 
Shelter, but Wednesday’s visitors 
left her almost speechless. 

Hatton, the shelter’s kennel 
manager, toured Prime Minister 


Stephen Harper’s wife, Laureen, 
through the facility with Cumber¬ 
land Colchester Musquodoboit 
Valley MP Scott Armstrong and 
Cumberland South MIA and PC 
leader Jamie Baillie. 

“I have to admit it was a bit 
intimidating at first, but once 
you got to know her she really 
put you at ease,” Hatton said. 

Harper was on a quick tour of 
the riding, visiting the miners’ 
museum just outside Spring- 


hill and then going to a private 
party fundraiser in Pugwash in 
the afternoon. 

Harper, who has been a long¬ 
time supporter of the Ottawa 
Humane Society, took her time 
going from room to room seeing 
the shelter’s many cats that are 
awaiting adoption. She said she 
was impressed with the work be¬ 
ing done by volunteers and staff. 

Harper is a foster mother 
for cats in Ottawa, adding it’s 


a tremendous experience for 
someone who can offer a loving 
environment for a short time. 
Fostering a dog or cat, or com¬ 
ing to the shelter to walk dogs, 
are other things people can do. 

Harper said pet ownership is 
a valuable experience for people. 
“They make fife worth living,” 
she said. “Being loved by an ani¬ 
mal that would normally live a 
horrible fife is really special.” 

CUMBERLAND NEWS 



Laureen Harper Cumberland news 
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CRISIS INTERVENTION 

Province expands 
sex assault services 


Nova Scotia is expanding its 
coverage for sexual assault 
support to Sydney. 

Currently, nurses with spe¬ 
cialized training are based 
only in Halifax and Antig- 
onish, according to a news 
release from the Department 
of Health and Wellness. 

But a new team of nurses 
who are trained to provide 
emotional support, forensic 
evidence collection and crisis 
intervention will be based 
in Sydney. 

The department will work 
with the Nova Scotia Health 
Authority and the IWK Health 
Centre to figure out details 
on how the new team will 
work. 

Officials aren’t yet sure 
whether or not the service 
will be hospital-based or 

© IN BRIEF 

Four people face charges 
after alleged joyride 
in stolen vehicle 

Four people are facing a 
variety of charges after 
police recovered a stolen 
vehicle in Dartmouth on 
Wednesday morning. 

The vehicle was reported 
stolen at 8 a.m. from a resi¬ 
dence in Fall River. 

Police said it was spotted 
an hour later on Franklyn 
Court in Dartmouth. 

When officers pulled the 
vehicle over, the two people 
in the front seats allegedly 
got out and made a run for 
it. They were found separ¬ 
ately a short time later. 

The 22-year-old male driv¬ 
er was charged with theft 
and possession of a stolen 
vehicle, and the 25-year 
old male passenger was 
charged with joyriding. 

They will appear in Dart¬ 
mouth provincial court on 
Thursday. 

Police also found an un¬ 
disclosed amount of mari¬ 
juana in the car. 


Q BACKGROUND 

• Health Minister Leo Glav- 
ine says the government 
is aware of gaps in servi¬ 
ces for victims of sexual 
assault. 

• The government says 
both new teams will be in 
place by late 2015. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


community-based, but they 
say the team will be able to 
travel throughout the region 
to where it’s most needed. 

Another team of sexual 
assault nurse examiners will 
also be set up to cover south¬ 
western Nova Scotia, metro 


The two people in the 
back seat, an 18-year- 
old man and 18-year-old 
woman, are both facing 
charges of drug possession. 
They will appear in court at 
a later date, metro 

Man facing child porn, 
sexual touching charges 
involving 16-year-old 

An Avonport man who had 
computer luring charges 
dismissed in December is 
now facing more sex-re¬ 
lated charges involving an 
underage girl. 

Robin Lee Spidle, 24, 
formerly of New Minas, is 
charged with sexual touch¬ 
ing involving a girl under 
age 16; inviting, counselling 
or inciting a person under 
age 16 to touch his body 
for a sexual purpose; sexual 
assault; possession of child 
porn (pictures of the al¬ 
leged victim); and trying to 
obtain for consideration the 
sexual services of a person 
under age 18. 

KING'S COUNTY REGISTER 
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Artwork captures ‘a moment 
of time’ we must remember 


FIRST WORLD WAR 

Piece honours 
veterans of 
Nova Scotia’s 
25th Battalion 

Rebecca 

Joseph 

For Metro | Halifax 

When Nancy Keating was 
asked to commemorate the 
first Nova Scotians who went 
off to fight in the First World 
War, she had no idea of the 
personal connection she was 
about to uncover. 

Keating was born and raised 
in Halifax, and now works as 
an artist and art administrator. 
Earlier this year The Great War 
Centenary Society and Water¬ 
front Development asked her 
to create a piece honouring 
Nova Scotia’s 25th Battalion, 
the first batch of Nova Scotians 
to leave for The Great War’s 
battlefield. 

She knew she had military 
connections in her family, but 
it wasn’t until she began re¬ 
searching the 25th Battalion 
that she found out her great- 
uncle was part of the unit, 
and was likely part of the first 
group of soldiers to leave the 
province for Europe in 1914. 

“This is a moment of time 
that needs to be remembered,” 
Keating said when recalling 
her uncle. 

The concept for the piece 



A conceptual drawing of the Last Steps art installation was unveiled at Pier 21 on Wednesday, josh brown/for metro 
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We need to hold onto the 
memories. All the people who will 
walk along the boardwalk will see 
it and learn about the Saxonia. 

Nancy Keating 


was unveiled at a ceremony 
at The Canadian Immigra¬ 
tion Museum at Pier 21 on 


Wednesday, exactly 100 years 
after the battalion left for 
war. The painting depicts an 
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archway with a life preserver 
proclaiming the name of the 
battalion’s transport ship — 
HMTS Saxonia. 

A gangway with multiple 
sets of footprints will lead up 
to the archway. 

The footprints are the focus 
of the piece. Keating said the 
prints showcase different 
styles of shoes to show off 
all the types of people who 
answered the call to war. 

“It’s meant to honour the 
people who walked out of 
their homes and their farms 
and joined up,” she said. 

As the footprints lead onto 
the installation, they will 


transform into boot prints, 
specifically those of the 25th 
Battalion. Keat¬ 
ing said she 
wanted to show 
off the soldiers’ 

“last steps on 


© 

It's a story that's 


Q DEVELOPMENT 

Installation timeline 

The Halifax Waterfront 
Development Corpora¬ 
tion plans to install the 
piece along the board¬ 
walk sometime in the near 
future. 


Highlander regiment were in 
attendance at the ceremony 
on Wednesday. 

Bill Martin of Dartmouth 
was also at the ceremony. The 
installation of a new art piece 
on the waterfront means a 
great deal to him, since his 
grandfather left on the HMTS 
Saxonia. 

“It’s a story that’s rooted in 
me,” he said. “He died when I 
was 10 years old, but I clearly 
remember (that story).” 

Martin’s grandfather, Pte. 
Herbert Martin, signed up for 
the Battalion when he was 
18, but Bill Martin said he 
was in his 30s before he fully 
understood what Herbert went 
through. 

Martin’s thrilled with the 
new installation, because it 
means a whole new generation 
of people can 
have a look at 
what his grand¬ 
father did. 

“It’s simple, 


Canadian soil, rooted in me. (My but it conveys 
because even if grandfather) died the whole mes- 
they did survive 21 l ■ _____ sage,” he said 

their lives were wnen l was IV when talking 

changed forever.” years old, but I about the art 

The 25 th Bat- clearly remember P ie £ e -, 

talion doesn t It s not an 

exist anymore, linai SlOryj. easy thing to 

but they were the Bill Martin do to come up 

precursor to the with the right 

current Nova Scotia Highland- concept, and (Keating) did 
ers. Members of the current an absolutely amazing job.” 
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Aly 

Thompson 

For Metro 


For a band that has rocked 
stages across the world for 
nearly 25 years, it’s hard to 
believe the Counting Crows 
have embarked on a tour of 
firsts. 

About half of their Can¬ 
adian tour dates, including 
Halifax, are cities the band 
has never played before, said 
frontman Adam Duritz. 

“To go on a tour of Canada 
at this point and having at 
least half the cities be places 
I’ve never been to, that’s 
really rare,” said Duritz, who 
missed out on playing Hali¬ 
fax in 2010 when their show 
with Kid Rock was cancelled. 

“It’s a chance to go some¬ 
place new. That brings you 
back to the same excitement 
you had when you went 
places that you’ve never been 
before when you were a new 
band.” 

The Counting Crows’ 
world tour, in support of 
their latest album Some¬ 
where Under Wonderland, 
lands at Halifax’s Scotiabanlc 
Centre on Thursday. 

Opening with crescendo- 
ing eight-minute-long rock 
symphony of sorts called Pali¬ 
sades Parle, the new album 
is a likable endeavour that 
rivals some of the group’s 
best work. 

Duritz’s poetic lyrics are 
sewn together with catchy 
melodies, creating a fresh yet 
familiar sound. 

Songs like Scarecrow and 
Earthquake Driver are knock¬ 
outs, proving the band is 
still capable of pumping out 


\ 


Counting Crows frontman Adam Duritz performs onstage at the One World Concert at Syracuse University on Oct. 9,2012, in Syracuse, N.Y. 
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If you want to be a band, you've 
got to be able to play live if you 
want to hold it together for a 
period of time. 


Adam Duritz 


instant classics. And there’s 
something to be said about 
their ability to show restraint 
in keeping the album to nine 
tracks. The result is a solid 
collection of songs void of 
any duds. 

Duritz said he loves the 


new album, but “I would def¬ 
initely have said that about 
eveiy record.” 

“We never wanted to be¬ 
come a legacy band where 
we were just playing our 
old songs,” the dreadloclced 
singer said from New York in 


a recent interview. 

“This is still something 
we’re doing eveiy day.” 

Creating timeless and 
relevant albums is a must if 
you’re going to be a success¬ 
ful band with a lengthy ca¬ 
reer, explains Duritz. 

Another must is writing 
great songs. 

“Creating something from 
nothing — it’s hard, it’s frus¬ 
trating, and it’s veiy satisfy¬ 
ing,” said the 50-year-old 
Duritz. “And then you tiy to 
make that a record and make 



20 million 


The Counting Crows have 
sold more than 20 million 
records since their 
breakout album August 
and Everything After in 
1993, which featured hits 
such as Mr. Jones and 
Round Here. 


something timeless — a ver¬ 
sion of these songs that will 


last forever.” 

But deep-rooted connec¬ 
tions with fans are made on 
the stage, said Duritz. 

“Especially nowadays, 
if you want to be a band, 
you’ve got to be able to play 
live if you want to hold it 
together for a period of 
time,” he said. “If you want 
to make a connection that 
lasts a lifetime with a fan, it 
happens on that night when 
you and him are sharing 
something veiy personal and 
unique at a show.” 



Still rocking, 25 years later 

BACKSTAGE PASS 

Counting 
Crows playing 
at Scotiabank 
Centre 


ENTERTAINMENT 

Busker festival returning to waterfront 


Comedy, music and wild 
theatrics will return to the 
Halifax Waterfront this sum¬ 
mer with the 2015 Halifax 
International Busker Festival. 

The family festival will be 
in Halifax from July 29 to 
Aug. 3, 2015. 

The six-day event will fea¬ 
ture acts from all over the 
globe, including Canada, Ger¬ 
many and Australia. 

Festival-goers will see 
award-winning performers in¬ 


cluding Hungarian 
puppeteers The 
Budapest Marion¬ 
ettes and the USA 
Break Dancers. 

The festival 
also includes live 
statue perform¬ 
ers, fire displays 
and an acrobatic 
sword swallower. 

People of all 
ages can take in the events 
of the Halifax International 



This is the 29th 

year for the 

Halifax 

International 

Buskers 

Festival. 


Busker Fest along 
the Halifax Water¬ 
front as well as 
at Nathan Green 
Stage (scheduled 
12 p.m. to 8 p.m.), 
Maritime Museum 
Stage (from 12 
p.m. to 8 p.m.), 
Investors Group 
Stage at Saclcville 
Landing (between 
1 p.m. and 9 p.m.) and at 
the Rotary Lookout Stage at 


Bishop’s Landing (1 p.m. to 
5 p.m.). 

On Aug. 2, there will be an 
All Star Charity Show at 10 
p.m. at the Saclcville Land¬ 
ing Stage. 

The East Coast Amusement 
Midway will also be returning 
to the Salter Parking lot. 

Carnival rides, games and 
GLOW parties will be set up 
at Queen’s Wharf and Mari¬ 
time Museum of the Atlantic. 

METRO 


MUSIC 

Music hall of fame 
launches this fall 


East Coast musicians and in¬ 
dustry professionals will be 
recognized at the new Casino 
Nova Scotia Music Hall of Fame 
in Halifax. 

The collaboration by Music 
Nova Scotia and Casino Nova 
Scotia will launch in the fall of 
this year, and the first induc¬ 
tees will be announced in June. 

“The Music Hall of Fame rec¬ 
ognizes and celebrates our re¬ 


gion’s rich cultural and musical 
heritage,” said Gary Moore of 
Casino Nova Scotia in a state¬ 
ment on Wednesday. 

Over the past 20 years, Nova 
Scotia has been the stage for 
many performers including 
Alan Doyle, Joel Plaslcett and 
Rita MacNeil. 

A second Music Hall of Fame 
site is expected to open in Syd¬ 
ney in 2016. metro 
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Tones give green light 

to third election debate S.”" 



ELECTION STRATEGY 

Event will be 
sponsored by 
Globe and Mail, 
Google Canada 

The Conservatives are keeping 
their grip on the pre-election 
steering wheel, agreeing to a 
third national debate — one 
to be held on Stephen Harp¬ 
er’s home turf in Calgary and 
focused on the economy. 

The party announced Wed¬ 
nesday that it has accepted a 
proposal for a third federal 
election debate sponsored 
by the Globe and Mail and 
Google Canada. 

“We look forward to this 
opportunity for voters to com¬ 
pare our plans to keep the 
Canadian economy strong to 
the tax-and-spend plans of the 
opposition,” spokesman Kory 
Teneyclce said in a statement. 

Teneyclce has said Harper 
will participate in a total of 
five debates and has already 
given the nod to one in Au¬ 
gust hosted by Maclean’s 
magazine and another by the 
French language network TVA. 

Q MEDIA 

The consortium is made 
up of CBC/Radio-Canada, 
Global and CTV. 


The Conservatives shook up 
the debate scenario by walk¬ 
ing away from negotiations 
with the consortium of major 
TV networks that traditionally 
broadcast the faceoffs. 

They have emphasized that 
they would like to participate 
in debates on different media, 
since Canadians are consum¬ 
ing current affairs on differ¬ 
ent platforms. 

There are also strategic con¬ 


siderations for the Conserv¬ 
atives, who are focused on 
highlighting the differences 
between their longtime leader 
and Liberal Leader Justin Tru¬ 
deau, a relative newcomer. 

A debate on the economy 
theoretically would favour 
Harper, who campaigned suc¬ 
cessfully in 2011 on the mes¬ 
sage that voters needed to stick 
with his stable government 
rather than tiy something new. 


“They want more opportun¬ 
ities for Trudeau to ‘shine’ in 
formats he might not be as 
rehearsed for,” former Harper 
communications director An¬ 
drew MacDougall posted to 
Twitter Wednesday. 

“Adding to number of de¬ 
bates also deadens impact of 
any one debate/slip up.” 

So far, the New Democrats 
have said they are anxious for 
Leader Tom Mulcair to debate 


UNITED STATES 


Possible U.S. presidential candi¬ 
date Jeb Bush says he wants Can¬ 
adians to re-elect Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper. 

The former Republican Honda 
governor meandered into the un¬ 
usual foreign endorsement after 
pledging to visit Canada in the 
first 100 days of his presidency 
to repair a bilateral relationship 
he said President Barack Obama 
has “ruptured.” 

“I don’t know if it’s Prime 
Minister Harper or whoever 
the next — he may be re-elect¬ 
ed,” Bush said Wednesday at an 
event in New Hampshire. “I, for 
one, would think that would be 
great.” He quickly added that he 
will not be making the decision. 

Bush has repeatedly used Can¬ 
ada as an example of Obama’s 
supposed bungling of inter- 


Harper no matter the venue. 
They have agreed in principle 
to the three debates Harper 
has endorsed, while not rul¬ 
ing out the consortium. 

The Liberals have yet to con¬ 
firm their debate plans, but 
along with the Greens they 
have defended the consortium 
format as the best way to reach 
the maximum audience — 14 
million viewers in 2011. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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It's hard to imagine 
how we could have 
a bad relationship 
with Canada, but 
under this (Obama) 
administration, 
we've managed 
to do it. 

Jeb Bush 

national affairs. He said Wed¬ 
nesday that the tension between 
the U.S. and its “strongest ally” 
now extends “across the board,” 
well beyond the matter of the 
Keystone XL pipeline. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


In the wake of the arrest of 10 
young Montrealers suspected of 
wanting to join jihadist groups 
overseas, an expert says more 
needs to be done to educate and 
counter the extremist rhetoric 
some Canadian youth have been 
eager to embrace. 

The 10 were detained last 
weekend at Montreal’s Pierre 
Elliott Trudeau International 
Airport and released without 
charge, after having their pass¬ 
ports seized. 

Reports in mid-January that 
six young people from the Mont¬ 
real area had left to join jihadist 
groups in the Middle East were 
followed by terrorism-related ar¬ 
rests in the city as well as author¬ 
ities successfully getting other 
people to sign peace bonds that 
restrict their activities. 

One expert says it’s too soon 
to say if the arrests in Quebec 
this year mean the province is 
a more fertile hotbed for jihad 
recruitment than other Can¬ 
adian jurisdictions. 

“We’ve had people leave for 
jihad from other provinces,” 
said Stephane Leman-Langlois, 
a criminologist and co-director 
of a group that studies radical- 
ization and violent extremism. 

Leman-Langlois, a professor at 
Universite Laval in Quebec City, 
says what is particular about 
Quebec is the increased surveil¬ 
lance by authorities since two 
terror attacks last fall with ties 
to the province. Another fac¬ 
tor may be what he calls an 
anti-Muslim sentiment in the 
province. 

Educating youth is one key, 
but so is a clear strategy to fight 
the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant’s online propaganda, says 
Andre Gagne, a Concordia Uni¬ 
versity rehgion professor. 

“The best way is to provide 
a different narrative,” said Ga¬ 
gne, who speaks on religious 
extremism. “We need as a soci¬ 
ety to give to hope to people, to 
help them find their meaning 
and their way.” the Canadian press 

Q SCHOOL 

College de Maisonneuve, 
a junior college, confirmed 
that four of the 10 arrested 
were students at their insti¬ 
tution. 

The school said in a state¬ 
ment it has been dealing 
with the indoctrination of 
students, but that it doesn't 
have any say on what hap¬ 
pens outside its walls. In 
particular, it believes it's 
increasingly clear that re¬ 
cruiting takes place primar¬ 
ily through social media. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Oil slick spans miles 
off California coast 


Slicks of oil that spilled into 
California coastal waters from 
an onshore pipeline spanned a 
total of nine miles Wednesday, 
and a company official said 
the line was operating at full 
capacity when 
it broke, sug¬ 
gesting much 
more oil es¬ 
caped than 
initially esti¬ 
mated. 

The oil that 
spilled Tuesday 
off southern 
Santa Barbara 
County formed 
two slicks, said 
Coast Guard 
Capt. Jennifer Williams, one 
of two federal response co-or¬ 
dinators. 

Before a morning flyover, 
the oil was estimated to span 
four miles of ocean. 

The spill from a Plains All 


American Pipeline LP pipe was 
initially estimated at 21,000 
gallons, but officials were not 
relying on that. 

Company official Darren 
Palmer said Wednesday it re¬ 
mained un¬ 
known how 
much oil ac¬ 
tually spilled. 

But he said 
the pipeline 
was running 
at a rate of 
2,000 bar¬ 
rels an hour 
— equivalent 
to 84,000 gal¬ 
lons. 

The pipe 
was built in 1991 and under¬ 
went integrity testing a few 
weeks ago, he said. 

Palmer said the company 
took responsibility for the spill 
and would pay for the cleanup. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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It smells like what 
they use to pave 
the roads... I'm 
sad for the birds 
— if they lose their 
habitat. 

Fan Yang, 26, of Indianapolis 


MIDDLE EATS 

Israeli PM cancels 
segregated buses 


Prime Minister Benjamin Net¬ 
anyahu on Wednesday can¬ 
celled a plan that would have 
banned Palestinian labourers 
from riding on the same buses 
with Jewish settlers in the West 
Bank, just hours after it was 
announced — an embarrassing 
about-face that reflected the 
tensions enveloping Israel’s 
new government. 

The inauspicious start for 
Netanyahu’s hard-line govern¬ 
ment illustrated the difficulties 
that loom as it tries to advance 
a pro-settler agenda in the face 
of rising global outrage and 
domestic criticism. 

The reversal came as the 
European Union’s foreign 
policy chief, Federica Moghe- 
rini, was in town. The EU has 
taken a tough stance against 


settlements built on lands 
claimed by the Palestinians. 

As the bus plan was un¬ 
veiled, Israeli critics across the 
political spectrum derided it as 
racist, with one opposition pol¬ 
itician comparing it to “apart¬ 
heid.” Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin, a member of Netan¬ 
yahu’s Likud Party, called the 
plan “unthinkable” and said 
there had been “great dam¬ 
age” to Israel. 

Netanyahu’s new coalition, 
which was sworn into office 
last week, is dominated by set¬ 
tler sympathizers, and the bus¬ 
ing plan, launched late Tuesday 
on a trial basis, had sought to 
separate settlers and Palestin¬ 
ians from travelling together 
through the West Bank. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



MIGRANT CRISIS INDONESIA, MALAYSIA OFFER SHELTER TO BOAT PEOPLE Migrants wait to be rescued by Acehnese fish¬ 
ermen on their boat on the sea off East Aceh, Indonesia, Wednesday. In a potential breakthrough in Southeast Asia's humani¬ 
tarian crisis, Indonesia and Malaysia offered Wednesday to provide temporary shelter to thousands of migrants stranded at 
sea after weeks of saying they weren't welcome. But they appealed for international help, saying the crisis was a global, not a 
regional, problem, s. yulinnas/the associated press 


U.S. releases seized 
bin Laden papers 


DECLASSIFIED DOCUMENTS 

Include letters 
to wife, terror 
applications 

During his years in hiding, 
Osama bin Laden urged follow¬ 
ers to concentrate on attacking 
Americans and wrote bittersweet 
letters to one of his wives and 
his children, according to docu¬ 
ments released Wednesday by 
U.S. intelligence officials. 

The documents were seized in 
the al-Qaida leader’s compound 
during the raid in which bin 
Laden was killed. More than 100 


were declassified and published 
online. 

The documents include a fill- 
in-the-blanks job application for 
terrorist candidates that ranges 
from typical questions about 
education and hobbies to “Do 
you wish to execute a suicide 
operation?” 

Altogether, the 103 papers and 
videos add new texture to the 
world’s picture of the master¬ 
mind of the Sept. 11 terror at¬ 
tacks, much of it in his own 
words. 

They include videos and im¬ 
ages of letters in Arabic, with 
the English translations by in¬ 
telligence officials. 


The material was recovered in 
the May 2011 raid on bin Laden’s 
compound in Abbottabad, Pak¬ 
istan, the Office of the Director 
of National Intelligence said. It 
said it was being made public 
after a rigorous review by gov¬ 
ernment agencies, as required 
by a 2014 law. 

U.S. officials had said at the 
time of his death that they be¬ 
lieved bin Laden had become so 
isolated in his hideout that he 
no longer exercised the level of 
control over al-Qaida operations 
that he had in the past. 

In one letter, bin Laden urges 
one of his deputies to inform 
“our brothers” they must keep 


their focus on fighting Amer¬ 
icans. Their “job is to uproot the 
obnoxious tree by concentrat¬ 
ing on its American trunk, and 
to avoid being occupied with 
the local security forces,” bin 
Laden writes. 

Another bin Laden letter 
mocks President George W. 
Bush’s “war on terror,” saying 
it had not achieved stability in 
Iraq or Afghanistan and ques¬ 
tioning why U.S. troops were 
“searching for the lost phantom” 
— weapons of mass destruction 
in Iraq. 

No date is included on the U.S. 
translation. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


UNITED STATES 


Civil rights critics compare portrayals of 
crime in Baltimore, Ferguson and Waco 


@ IN BRIEF 

Iranian leader rejects UN 
probe of alleged nuke 
weapons work 

The U.S. may have to soften 
demands that any nuclear 
deal with Iran give UN ex¬ 
perts a free hand to investi¬ 
gate possible past nuclear 
arms works by Tehran, after 
Iran's supreme leader stri¬ 
dently ruled out co-oper¬ 
ation Wednesday. The U.S. 
and its allies have condi¬ 
tioned full lifting of sanc¬ 
tions on Iran's willingness to 
help with the investigation. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


ISIL seizes almost full 
control of Palmyra, Syria 

ISIL extremists seized al¬ 
most full control of the 
ancient Syrian town of 
Palmyra after govern¬ 
ment defence lines there 
collapsed on Wednes¬ 
day, though it remained 
unclear how close to the 
famed archaeological site 
the extremists advanced, 
activists said. Syrian state 
TV acknowledged that 
pro-government forces 
have withdrawn from Pal¬ 
myra. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


The prevailing images of pro¬ 
tests in Baltimore and Ferguson, 
Missouri, over police killings 
of black men were of police in 
riot gear, handcuffed protest¬ 
ers, tear gas and mass arrests. 
The main images of a fatal gun 
battle between armed bikers 
and police in Waco, Texas, also 
showed mass arrests — carried 
out by nonchalant-looking offi¬ 
cers sitting around calm bikers 
on cellphones. 

The firelight in Waco is raising 


questions about perceptions and 
portrayals of crime in America, 
considering the vehement reac¬ 
tion that the earlier protests got 
from police, politicians and some 
members of the public. 

Unlike in Ferguson and Balti¬ 
more, where protests went on 
for days, there was no live news 
coverage of the Waco shootout. 
And yet the incident at a Texas 
restaurant hasn’t been used as 
a bridge to discuss other issues 
about families, poverty and 


crime, media critics, columnists 
and civil rights activists say. 

They complain that there ap¬ 
pears to be litde societal concern 
about the gunplay at a restaurant 
in Texas, whereas politicians 
- including President Barack 
Obama — described violent loot¬ 
ers in Baltimore as “thugs,” and 
the media devoted hours of tele¬ 
vision and radio airtime to dis¬ 
secting social ills that affect the 
black community. 

On Twitter, #wacothugs and 


#whiteonwhitecrime were trend¬ 
ing, with columnists around the 
nation debating the differences. 

The shootout at a Twin Peaks 
restaurant in Waco left nine 
people dead and 18 injured. 
About 170 bikers have been 
charged with engaging in or¬ 
ganized crime, with bond at $1 
million for each suspect. Mug 
shots show an array of suspects: 
white, Hispanic, a white woman 
and a man who looked black. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Business 


met r# news 


MORTGAGES 

Big banks shunning 
contract workers 


MEAT TRADE 

U.S. committee votes 
to repeal labels law 


When Toronto actor Shawn 
Ahmed asked his bank for a 
mortgage, he ran up against 
the lending policies that some 
say are shutting young contract 
workers out of the loans market. 

Ahmed, at 27, had already ap¬ 
peared in numerous TV shows 
and movies. But TD Bank and 
PC Financial turned down his 
applications because he didn’t 
fit their framework for an ideal 


borrower, Ahmed said. 

Contract and short-term em¬ 
ployment is more common than 
full-time work for an increasing 
number of young people like 
Ahmed. Yet, Canada’s big banks 
haven’t updated their lending 
rules to deal with this new real¬ 
ity, said Julie Fortier, who also 
ran into troubles securing a 
mortgage. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


The U.S. House of Represent¬ 
atives agriculture committee 
voted 38-6 on Wednesday to 
get rid of labels on packages of 
meat that say where the animals 
were born, raised and slaugh¬ 
tered — just two days after the 
World Trade Organization ruled 
against parts of it. 

House Agriculture Commit¬ 
tee Chairman Mike Conaway, a 
Republican, along with several 


of his colleagues, introduced 
the legislation hours after the 
WTO decision. All but six of the 
committee’s Democrats sup¬ 
ported the bill. 

The bill would go beyond just 
the muscle cuts of red meat that 
were covered under the WTO 
case, however, also repealing 
countiy-of-origin labelling for 
poultry, ground beef and ground 

pork. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


tJcJp I lalil'iix 
1 M. Water 

Halifax Water is in a labour disruption following strike action by CUPE Locals 227 
and 1431. Management and non-union Halifax Water staff are making every effort 
to ensure that the essential water, wastewater and stormwater services you 
depend on are provided. 

Below is a list of contact numbers for water, wastewater, and stormwater 
service, as well as bill payment locations that will remain available throughout 
this labour disruption. 


Halifax Water Services - Contact Information 

Customer Service 

902-490-4820 

24 Hour Emergency Water Service 

902-490-6940 

24 Hour Emergency Wastewater/Stormwater Service 

311 


Halifax Municipality Customer Service Centre Bill Payment Locations 

Acadia Centre 

636 Sackville Drive 

Lower Sackville, NS B4C 2S3 

8:30am to 4:30pm 
Monday to Friday 

Alderney Gate 

40 Alderney Drive, 2nd Floor 
Dartmouth, NS B2Y 2N5 

8:30am to 4:30pm 
Monday to Friday 

Bayer’s Road 

7071 Bayers Road, 2nd Floor Towers 
Halifax, NS B3L 4P3 

8:30am to 4:30pm 
Monday to Friday 

Musquodoboit Harbour 

7900 Highway #7 

Musquodoboit Harbour, NS B0J 2L0 

8:30am to 4:30pm 
Monday to Friday 

Scotia Square 

5201 Duke Street 

Halifax, NS B3J 1 N9 

8:30am to 4:30pm 
Monday to Friday 


Halifax Water’s Head Office at 450 Cowie Hill Rd. will be closed to 
the public throughout this labour disruption. 

Bill payments can be made online via EPost (visit www.halifaxwater.ca); mail to 
PO Box 8388 RPO CSC, Halifax, NS B3K 5M1; at all Halifax Municipality 
Customer Service Centres; and through most financial institutions. For more 
information on Halifax Water, including updated information regarding this labour 
disruption, please visit www.halifaxwater.ca 


Notice to Halifax Water 
Customers 



Daniel Ek, CEO of Spotify, announces at a media conference 
in New York Wednesday the music streaming leader's entry 
into video and original content, don emmert/afp/getty images 


Spotify gets 
into videos 


STREAMING SERVICES 

Digital music 
leader goes up 
against Netflix, 
Hulu, Amazon 

While saying that it is still a 
music company at heart, Spoti¬ 
fy says it is expanding its lineup 
to include podcasts, news radio 
and video streaming. 

The company says it wants to 
help people create a soundtrack 
for their day that includes not 
only music but videos, news¬ 
casts and other content. 

Spotify offers free streaming 
music and also a premium ser¬ 
vice for a monthly fee that in¬ 
cludes extra features. The com¬ 
pany didn’t say it is changing 
its cost structure. 

Spotify enters a competitive 
market for video streaming 
dominated by Netflix, Ama¬ 
zon.com and Hulu, and getting 
more crowded with the arrival 

@ IN BRIEF 

Protest shuts restaurant 

McDonald's shut down a 
restaurant near its head¬ 
quarters in Oak Brook, III., 
Wednesday after the area 
was swamped by hun¬ 
dreds of protesters calling 
for pay of $15 US an hour 
and a union. A spokes¬ 
woman said it was closed 
because of traffic con¬ 
cerns. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Q LAUNCHES 

CEO Daniel Ek said the new 
service launched Wednes¬ 
day in the U.S., U.K., Ger¬ 
many and Sweden. There's 
no word yet on a Canadian 
launch date. 


of companies like HBO. 

Spotify’s service is a “logical 
extension of the company’s suc¬ 
cess in digital music streaming, 
since these are complement¬ 
ary businesses that use much 
of the same technology infra¬ 
structure, marketing expertise, 
and vendor relationships,” said 
Paul Verna, senior analyst at 
research firm eMarlceter. 

Verna said the manoeuvre 
suggests that Spotify “sees a 
business opportunity in digital 
video advertising, which is a 
much larger and faster-growing 
sector than Spotify’s core busi¬ 
ness of digital music.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Bloc needs 


ROSEMARY 

WESTWOOD 

metroview 



a saviour 
to survive 



The Parti Quebecois chose 
media tycoon Pierre-Karl 
Peladeau as its leader last 
Friday, based on the belief 
he would breathe new life 
into the flagging cause 
of sovereignty and do so 
quickly. 

For the baby boomers 
who make up the back¬ 
bone of the PQ time to 
reach the coveted destina¬ 
tion of independence is of 
the essence. 

But unless the Bloc Que¬ 
becois rises from the dead 
next October, the first 
Quebec vote to take place 
on PKP’s watch will turn 
into yet another sovereign¬ 
tist wake. 

At this juncture, resur¬ 
recting the federal party is 
lining up to be a tall order. 

The Bloc has not been in 
first place in voting inten¬ 
tions since its 2011 defeat 
at the hands of the NDP. 
Provincewide, it usually 
ranks third behind the 
Liberals and the NDP, just 
ahead of the Conserva¬ 
tives. Because the Conserv¬ 
atives’ support is heavily 
concentrated in the larger 
Quebec City area, Stephen 
Harper’s party is currently 
favoured to win more seats 
than the BQnext fall. 

With only one MP run¬ 
ning for re-election and in 
the absence of a leader in 


the House of Commons, 
the Bloc has on occasion 
gone for weeks since 2011 
without rating more than 
a passing mention in the 
mainstream Quebec media. 

Almost a year into the 
tenure of sovereigntist ac¬ 
tivist Mario Beaulieu, the 
latest Bloc leader remains 
unknown to many Quebec 
voters. 

Most of them will see 
him in action for the first 
time on the podium of the 
French-language election 
debate(s) this year. His 
own election campaign, in 
a Montreal inner-city rid¬ 
ing currently represented 
by the NDP, is expected to 
be an uphill battle. 

The Bloc would need 
the political equivalent of 
divine intervention if it 
is to avoid being uncere¬ 
moniously consigned to 
the dustbin of history next 
fall. 

For many sovereignists, 
that divine intervention is 
expected to take the shape 
of an incoming PQ leader 
considered by more than 
a few of his followers to 
have the ability to walk on 
water. 

If he could, Peladeau 
might be tempted to 
pass on a potentially 
programmed-to-fail res¬ 
cue mission. He is a late 
convert to the merits of a 
sovereigntist presence on 
Parliament Hill. 

Early in his leader¬ 
ship campaign, he voiced 
doubts as to the relevance 


of the Bloc, only to have 
to backtrack in the face of 
a nascent backlash within 
party ranks. 

Now — and whether he 
likes it or not — the up¬ 
coming federal election 
is poised to be the first 
real-life test of his capacity 
to nurse sovereigntist for¬ 
tunes back to health. 

If only for the sake of 
the fractious movement he 
is trying to reunite behind 
him, Peladeau would be 
hard-pressed to sit out the 
federal campaign while 
the PQ’s sister party fights 
for its life. 

A fatal Bloc defeat 
would take wind out of 
Peladeau’s sails, but sitting 
on his hands while the 
federal ship sinks could 
compound the damage. 

PKP has, after all, prom¬ 
ised to make the pursuit of 
sovereignty his overriding 
concern. As it happens, 
that has also been Beau¬ 
lieu’s mantra. He has now 
taken to quoting his new 
PQ partner at every oppor¬ 
tunity. 

The Bloc is the only 
sovereigntist option on the 
federal ballot. In theory, 
voting for the party should 
be a no-brainer for anyone 
partaking in a PKP-induced 
sovereigntist revival. 

After all, when it comes 
to supporting sovereignty 
in the abstract, casting a 
ballot for the Bloc comes 
second only to telling a 
pollster that one would 
vote yes in the hypothet- 


A fatal Bloc defeat 
would take wind 
out of Peladeau's 
sails, but sitting on 
his hands while the 
federal ship sinks 
could compound 
the damage. 


ical event of another refer¬ 
endum. 

As of last weekend, ac¬ 
cording to Leger Market¬ 
ing, the proportion of yes 
voters stood at 42 per cent 
and support for the PKP- 
led PQ at 34 per cent. If he 
has even a fraction of the 
power of attraction that 
his supporters believe, 
should not Peladeau’s 
presence in the sovereign- 
ist window bring enough 
traffic to the Bloc to keep 
it in business? 

Not that the PQdoes not 
have a script ready for any 
federal outcome. 

Over the past two dec¬ 
ades it has always cast the 
Bloc’s successes as great 
omens for sovereignty and 
its setbacks as meaning¬ 
less ones for its cause. The 
reverse has tended to be 
true. 


Chantal Hebert is a national 
affairs writer. Her column 
appears in Metro every 
Thursday. 


To keep friendships, 
we need to embrace 
the complications 


This is the Age of Friendship. 

Perfect love has been outed 
as a lie, marriage is not obliga¬ 
tor, and sexual relationships 
can be as varied and short¬ 
lived as the weather. 

Families have been 
scattered across the globe, 
replaced by the rise of the 
“chosen family,” and Sta¬ 
tistics Canada has reported 
that we’re more likely to see 
friends over family in any 
given week. 

The friend is the dominant 
relationship of our time, and 
we’re gathering more of them. 
But don’t expect this era to be 
any less fickle. 

Yesterday, Statscan revealed 
that the number of Can¬ 
adians with three or more 
close friends rose to 75 per 
cent in 2013, versus 70 per 
cent in 2003. Among 25- to 
34-year-olds, 70 per cent have 
more than 10 other friends or 
acquaintances, up from 58 per 
cent a decade before. 

Yet no one tells you, when 
you start making all these 
friends, how frequently the 
relationships will change. 

Growing up, I believed 
friends would be the safety 
blanket of adult life, the 
constant, forgiving compan¬ 
ions. Lovers come and go, but 
friendship is forever, I was 
told. 

But it’s not always true. And 
we should be honest about it. 

Yes, there are efforts to 
show the complexity of friend¬ 
ships (the new novel Friend¬ 


ship, the best-friend breakup 
movie Frances Ha and the TV 
show Girls) but they’re hardly 
enough to dispel our assump¬ 
tions of the cemented, endur¬ 
ing friendship. 

And when I found myself 
one day realizing I was drift¬ 
ing from a friend I believed 
would love me forever, it was 
a shock. 

When I have moved cities 
and left behind people I saw 
daily, I’ve worried that it’s my 
fault if intimacy is lost. When 
close friends have fallen in 
love, when they’ve changed, 
or when I’ve changed, the 
friendship doesn’t hold steady. 
It morphs. And sometimes it 
dies. 

There’s hardly ever a clean 
break, the “it’s not you, it’s 
me” conversation, which 
Natalie Kon-yu, co-editor 
of a collection of essays on 
female friendships called Just 
Between Us, has noted. Shame 
over the loss can linger. It’s 
one thing for love to die, but 
who discards a friend? 

Yet in 2009, Dutch research¬ 
er Gerald Mollenhorst found 
that we do change friends 
— about half of them every 
seven years. 

If we want to keep the 
friends we have now, we’d 
better get real about how com¬ 
plicated those relationships 
can be. And if we should lose 
some of them, it shouldn’t be 
a source of shame. 

Life, and friendship, is just 
that messy. 


metr 

Your essential daily news 


ima t 


STAR MEDIA GROUP PRESIDENT 

John Cruickshank 

VICE PRESIDENT & EDITOR 

Calhrin Bradbury 

VICE PRESIDENT & GROUP PUBLISHER 
METRO EASTERN CANADA 

Greg Lutes 

MANAGING EDITOR HALIFAX 

Philip Croucher 

ADVERTISER INQUIRIES 

adinfohalifax@metronews.ca 

General phone 902-444-4444 

FREE TO SHARE o 


PHILOSOPHERCAT 

by Jason Logan 













Your essential daily news 


LIFE 


• GOSSIP 

• MUSIC 

• BOOKS 

• STYLE 



Wickd: R&B star The Weeknd racks up six MMVA nominations 


Vow to keep it simple 


SLAPDASH AFFAIR 

How to save 
20K+and plan 
your wedding 
on the fly 


Melissa 

Dunne 

Metro 1 Life 


n 


“You bought your wedding dress 
online?!” exclaimed my seam¬ 
stress. 

“Yes,” I murmured, suddenly 
turning the shade of a ripened 
tomato and rambling on about 
how it’s a casual affair, we’ve 
been together almost a decade 
and it’s a waste of money to 
spend a small fortune on some¬ 
thing you’ll wear once. 

Later, The Fiance and I went 
to a local florist. When she asked 
which colours I wanted I said: “I 
dunno... red?” She exclaimed: 
“Red? At a June wedding?!” 

A pattern was emerging. 
Planning a wedding on a whim 
was causing members of the 
public to lose it. Both times 
these women literally shrieked 
their disapproval at my plans 
I thought to myself: “THIS is 
exactly why I’ve always wanted 
to elope.” 

The amount of furrowed 
brows and not-so-silent judg¬ 
ing has been a surprise. On In- 
stagram and Pinterest it looks 
like eveiyone is happily opting 
for floral crowns, coloured dress¬ 
es, suspenders and polka-dot 
bow-ties while everyone beams 
with delight at their whimsical 
choices. But in real life, there is 


still significant shade thrown 
at couples eschewing the trad¬ 
itional princess dress and tux. 

Causing complete strangers’ 
consternation wasn’t the main 
reason it took so long for my 
cold feet to warm up to the 
idea of putting a ring on it. It 
was mainly the reported cost 
of those rings and the dress and 
the banquet hall etc., etc., etc. 

Love don’t cost a thing, but 
weddings sure do 

According to Weddingbells’ 
annual reader survey, the ex¬ 
pected cost of a wedding in Can¬ 
ada in 2014 was $31,685. Not to 
humblebrag, but we planned 
our wedding in five days and 
the whole thing will cost about 
$5,000. The Fiance and I actually 
thought it’d be more like $3,500, 
but have found that the little 
things (like dress alterations and 
flowers) quickly add up. 

The co-founder and vice- 
president of The Wedding Plan¬ 
ners Institute of Canada says 
based on her experience, couples 
really are spending $30,000+ on 
nuptials. In fact, many of her 
clients spend more than that. 

“It’s usually about $27,000,” 
says Tracey Manailescu, who 
trains the next generation of 
wedding planners and has been 
helping couples plan their trips 
down the aisle for more than 
fifteen years. 

Oh, and the $27,000 is just 
for the vendors and food. Ouch. 

After hearing those num¬ 
bers I’m happy we commit¬ 
ted to planning what a friend 
dubbed a “slapdash” wedding. 
But, is deciding to wed with 
less than two months’ notice 
rude to our guests? 

Manners maven Karen 




M 
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What last-minute weddings lack for in money and time can be make up with creativity, istock 


Cleveland also had a slapdash 
wedding by today’s standards 
and assures me a last-minute 
event is just fine. 

“My husband and I pulled 
ours together in four months,” 
says the etiquette adviser at Man- 
nersAreSexy.com. “There’s no 
right or wrong way to do things.” 


I sheepishly tell her we sent 
an e-vite to save money and 
time. She says it’s A-OK to send 
a digital invitation in the Digit¬ 
al Age. 

While the manners expert is 
surprisingly open-minded when 
it comes to weddings she does 
have one iron-clad rule. Write 


handwritten thank-you notes 
to eveiy guest. 

“No email thank-yous,” she 
says sternly. 

With just over four weeks to 
go until I say “I do,” I’m sure I’ll 
get scolded for breaking a few 
more unspoken rules along the 
way. For the record: I’m going 



II i i 

SOLANGE'S INSTAGRAM/@STRECORDS 


The new normal is there is 
no normal when it comes 
to weddings, says Ma- 
nailescu. Want to celebrate 
your second marriage in 
a cape on a bicycle like 
singer Solange Knowles? 
Go for it. 

Something borrowed Ma¬ 
nailescu suggests renting 
your dress or buying a used 
one. The site RentfrockRep- 
eat.com has a wide range 
of non-traditional options. 

Commit (to a budget) 

Guesstimate how much 
things will cost and then 
assume it will cost 25 per 
cent more than that. Then 
stick to that number. 

Roses are red, violets are 
blue — and they will 
costyou Flowers are an¬ 
other area where couples 
are shocked by the bloom¬ 
ing costs, says the wedding 
planner and trainer. 

MELISSA DUNNE/METRO LIFE 


with a mix of daisies and white 
roses — not a red flower in sight. 

Turns out picking flowers and 
dresses is not that different than 
picking out one person to spend 
the rest of your life with (eelc). 
At some point you just have to 
trust your gut, close your eyes 
and take the plunge — trusting 
it will all work out in the end. 

Or, you could just elope. 


MAXWELL’S m PLUM 


Best Burger Platter in Town 

Maxwell’s 1/2 pound Signature Burger Patty. 

$ 7.99 

1600 Grafton St., Downtown Halifax 
902-423-5090 

*beverage purchase required, eat in only 
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How's 
the news 
today? 

Join our Online Reader 
Panel and help make 
your Metro News 
even better. Join 
for a chance to win 
a $25 gift card. 
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Ambition that 
kills romance 



Giving Up is a case study on the resentments that develop in a 
one-sided relationship, istock 


DEBUT NOVEL 

Author Mike 
Steevesputs 
the spotlight 
on failure in 
Giving Up 


Amber 

Shortt 

Metro | Life 


Mike Steeves had spent eight 
years working on a novel when 
he received some advice from 
a writerly friend: Give it up. 

“I had been writing since I 
was quite young and hadn’t 
managed to accomplish any¬ 
thing to the degree that I kind 
of hoped,” says the Steeves, 
36, who lives in Montreal with 
his wife. 

Steeves followed the friend’s 
advice, and instead began to 
explore his feelings of failure 
surrounding the project — and 
the impact such an endeavour 
has on a relationship. 

The result is Giving Up, his 
debut novel released last week 

— a he-said-she-said story 
following James and Mary, a 
youngish, middle-class couple 
living in an apartment in a 
never described city. 

James is obsessed with fin¬ 
ishing his “life’s work,” while 
Mary is consumed with James 
and their troubled efforts to 
start a family. 

The stoiy unfolds over a few 
hours as two seemingly ordin¬ 
ary events (a trip to the bank 
and a run-in with a stray cat) 
force them to confront each 
other and how their lives and 
relationship haven’t lived up 
to expectations. 

“I think the generation I 
belong to has been set up to 
expect perhaps more than 
is reasonable,” says Steeves, 
pointing to a capitalist econ¬ 
omy that constantly bombards 
us with reminders of what we 
don’t have. 

Social media doesn’t help. 
James and Mary both strug¬ 
gle with comparisons to their 
peers, but for Mary those anx¬ 
ieties are amplified by Face- 
book. Seeing pictures of her 
friends makes her feel envy 
and shame, telling us, “even 
though I know it doesn’t make 
any sense I feel like they’ve 
abandoned me.” 

The reader feels the anx¬ 
iety as the novel is told with 
extreme attention to detail 

— and no paragraph breaks 

— through the couple’s in¬ 
ner thoughts. It’s structured 


O 

I think the 
generation I belong 
to has been set up 
to expect perhaps 
more than is 
reasonable 

Mike Steeves 


in three parts, first from the 
perspective of James, then 
Mary, then interweaving be¬ 
tween James and Mary. 

It’s an oftentimes funny, 
heart-breaking and infuriating 
case study of the resentments 
that develop when one per¬ 
son’s ambition take up most 
of the room in a relationship 
— and book, as James gets at 
least a third more headspace 
than Mary. 

“This was pointed out to me 
by my wife after she read the 
manuscript,” he says. “She 
said it’s pretty clear the book 
is more about James than it is 
about the two of them.” 


But it’s through this im¬ 
balance that the novel ex¬ 
plores themes of the subtle 
misogyny that often still exist 
in a modern, heterosexual 
relationship. 

Mary at one point com¬ 
ments with annoyance how 
James thinks, “he is actually 
explaining my own thoughts 
to me so that I can understand 
them more fully.” 

And James ruminates over 
what he once saw as Mary’s 
dedication to his life’s work 
(“there was never a question 
that everything she did up¬ 
stairs was in service to the 
work he is doing below”). 

“What it comes down to is 
James, and what he wants is 
very much rooted in a fiercely 
personal ambition. And you 
know, you could probably use 
another word to describe that, 
which is narcissism,” Steeves 
says. 

In contrast, Mary “needs 
other people to accomplish 
what she hopes to accomplish 
and so she’s necessarily reli¬ 
ant upon her husband in a 
way that he doesn’t believe 
he’s reliant on her — the em¬ 
phasis being on believe” 


FICTION 

Beneath the violence, debut 
novel is a tender love story 



At just 32, Danila Botha has 
lived in more places than most 
of us will ever dream of. 

The Johannesburg-born au¬ 
thor, who’s resided in South Af¬ 
rica, Israel and Canada, knows 
first-hand it doesn’t matter how 
many thousands of miles you 
travel, the old cliche is true: You 
can’t escape your past. 

That harsh reality is at the 
core of Botha’s debut novel Too 
Much on the Inside, published 
by Quattro Books. Set in To¬ 
ronto’s gritty Parkdale neigh¬ 
bourhood, the story burrows 
deep inside the heads of four 
20-somethings as they fumble 
through tumultuous relation¬ 
ships in hopes of finding hap¬ 
piness in their adopted home. 

The inspiration for the novel 
hit when Botha was living in 
Halifax for university. While 
on a bus, she met a young man 
who shared the stoiy of losing 
his daughter because of a crime 
he committed when he was a 


teenager. 

His sorrowful 
confession became 
the basis for Botha’s 
character Lukas, a 
Nova Scotian who 
hides the truth about 
his incarceration be¬ 
hind anger, often 
directed at his girl¬ 
friend Niclci, an Is¬ 
raeli bar server with 
her own secrets. 

While Botha — 
who spent childhood 
summers in Israel and taught 
there for several years — never 
experienced shocking violence 
like her character, she does 
share conflicted feelings over 
what’s happening in her ances¬ 
tral country. 

“I wanted to write about pol¬ 
itics but from a veiy personal, 
emotional point of view. I didn’t 
want to make a statement,” says 
Botha, who lives in Toronto. 

Nicki’s co-workers — the phi¬ 
landering Brazilian bartender 
Dez and the tough South Afri¬ 
can former ballet dancer Marl- 
ize — also struggle to move on. 
In particular, Marlize, who is 
still recovering from a horrific 


rape while living 
in Cape Town, a 
place Botha has 
grown to love de¬ 
spite its prolific 
crime. 

“Cape Town is 
such a beautiful 
city, but violence 
happens to people 
there every day, 
all the time,” says 
Botha. 

“I was interest¬ 
ed in writing not 
just about the attack, but what 
happens to people after. How 
do you go back to living life, or 
start a new life?” 

Despite its violence, Too 
Much on the Inside is real¬ 
ly a tender love story. While 
Botha enjoyed writing about the 
thrills of new relationships, she 
can’t imagine travelling back. 
“I’m more confident than I was 
in my 20s,” she says. 

“I don’t know if when you’re 
older you don’t have as much 
time to think about things, or 
you just get on with life, but 
I’m definitely happier.” 

Sue Carter is the editor of Quill and 
Quire magazine 
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Ballots are available at participating retailors in The Village Shops. 

Simply fill out your ballot and drop off at one of two Ballot Stations located 
In front of Banana Republic Factory Store and the Go Wild! Playground 
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Style metr#UFE 


Hot looks to put 
spring in your step 


FROM HOLLYWOOD TO YOU 

Star stylist 
shares key 
fashion trends 
for the season 

From the Oscars to the recent 
Met Gala, Cristina Ehrlich has 
played a pivotal role in dress¬ 
ing several of Hollywood’s 
leading ladies for marquee 
events. 

Tina Fey, Penelope 



Cruz, Julianna Margulies, Mar¬ 
got Robbie and Girls star Al¬ 
lison Williams are among the 
actresses on the stylist’s client 
roster. 

“I think it’s really just about 
having that understanding 
that you’re there to make 
them feel super comfortable, 
make sure that you’re hearing 
what they’re saying,” said Ehr¬ 
lich, who was ranked among 
the Top 25 power stylists by 
The Hollywood Reporter. 

“I think it’s really import¬ 
ant not to push a client into 


Mix Masters 

Robbie doesn't shy away 
from prints but if you're 
mixing them, Ehrlich sug¬ 
gests finding commonality 
in the colours, such a dom¬ 
inant white base. 

"I think you have to look 
at the colour palette that 
you're mixing, and if you're 
doing baby blue and cream, 
maybe grey and purple will 
work," she said. "I think it's 
just one of the things where 
your eye looks at it and it 
makes sense or it doesn't." 



something she doesn’t want to 
wear, or if she’s not sure and 
you’re not sure, to be honest 
about it and say, ‘Let’s move 
on.’ Because at the end of the 
day, there’s always another 
dress.” 

Ehrlich was recently in To¬ 
ronto for a showcase of the 
Marshalls spring-summer col¬ 
lection, which highlighted 
fashions inspired by her star 
clients. Below, she reveals how 
women can channel the trends 
into their spring wardrobes. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Designer sheer 
panelled pencil 
skirt ($129.99) 


Embellished crop 
top ($24.99) 


Leather 

envelope 

clutch 

($79.99) 



Modem Femme 




Metallic sneaker 
($49.99) 


The fun approach to feminine fash¬ 
ion comes to the fore in outfits 
worn by Mad Men star and Mont¬ 
real native Jessica Pare. 

Ehrlich suggested opting for a 
form-fitting dress, and said women 
don't need to shy away from mixing 
metallics, notably in accessories. 

"A couple of years ago, I would 
have thought the biggest no-no in 
the world is... a gold evening bag 
... paired with silver shoes. That's 
really just to show you now that 
there really are no rules and you 
can mix metal colours, too." 




The Power 
Dresser 

Embodied by stars like Margulies 
and Williams (pictured), the trend 
incorporates menswear-inspired 
pieces that can pair well with chic, 
feminine designs. 

Ehrlich suggested teaming sleek 
separates like a blazer or flared trou¬ 
sers with bold statement acces¬ 
sories. 

She said a prime example of the 
trend is sporting a jacket slung over 
a little black dress. Her choice LBD 
selection? The peplum, the ruffle or andcroptop 
short overskirt that attaches to the ($34.99and 


Tortoiseshell 

sunglasses 

($29.99) 


waistlines of garments. 



Collarless blazer 


$59.99) 


ALL ITEMS FROM MARSHALLS; PHOTOS: GETTY IMAGES; HANDOUT 
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GOOP 

Paltrow 
will now 
let them 
eat cake 

Let it be known that Gwyn¬ 
eth Paltrow has relaxed her 
attitudes about exactly what 
her two kids are allowed to 
ingest, finally ending the em¬ 
bargo on “bad” foods, she tells 
Women’s Health. 

“My food philosophy is noth¬ 
ing should be ruled out,” she 
tells the magazine. “I don’t 
believe in saying, ‘You’re not 
allowed that.’ If my kids want a 
Shirley Temple with the radio¬ 
active cherry in it, go for it, 
you know?” 

So she’s gone from outright 
banning foods she deems in¬ 
appropriate to laying on some 
next-level laissez-faire parental 
guilt-tripping? High marks, 
ma’am. 

Oh, and if you’re interested 
in getting that Goop-endorsed 
glow that Paltrow rocks on the 
magazine’s cover? It’s actually 
really simple. She says she just 
believes in “exercise, laugh¬ 
ing, having sex, being your¬ 
self.” So if you’re not getting 
the results you want, 




At TIFF last year, Melissa McCarthy reminded a particularly nasty critic that when he criticizes 
her appearance, he is chipping away at the self esteem of little girls everywhere, getty images 


McCarthy calls 
out nasty critic 


GENDER ISSUES 

Comedian 
shames man 
who slammed 
her looks 

^ Ned 
Ehrbar 

| u ollywood 

So that time last year when 
Melissa McCarthy confronted 
a critic who had trashed her 


appearance in Tammy and 
criticized her looks? Appar¬ 
ently, she decided not to sink 
to his level. 

“I met him at the Toronto 
Film Festival, and he actually 
said, ‘I’m the one that wrote 
this.’ 

“He came up to me, and I 
was surprised that he talked 
to me,” she tells Ellen DeGen- 
eres. 

“When I said, ‘If (your 
daughter) comes home and 
someone says you can’t have 
a job because you’re unattract¬ 


ive,’ are you gonna say, ‘That’s 
right’? And he took that in his 
heart and he was like, ‘No, I 
would never want that to hap¬ 
pen. I would never in a million 
years want that to happen.’ 

“And I said, ‘Just know that 
every time you write stuff, 
every young girl in this coun¬ 
try reads that and they just 
get a little bit chipped away.’ 
I just think that we tear down 
women ... for all these super¬ 
ficial reasons, and women are 
so great and strong, and I think 
he really heard that.” 



9 GOSSIP NOTES 

Vancouverite the 
new Bachelorette 

Canadian fans of The 
Bachelorette will have a 
hometown hero to root for 
on the reality TV show this 
season. 

Vancouverite Kaitlyn Bris- 
towe, originally from Leduc, 
Alta., will get her pick of two- 
dozen eligible bachelors that 
will vie for her heart (or their 
15 minutes of fame) as cam¬ 
eras follow their every move. 

In a twist that made for 
awkward television, the guys 
got to vote whether they 
wanted to date Kaitlyn, a 
29-year-old dance instructor, 
or Britt Nilsson, a 28-year-old 
waitress from L.A. 

Ultimately the men pre¬ 
ferred Kaitlyn to Britt, who 
went home in tears. Kaitlyn 
proceeded to get to know 
the guys — she seemed 
smitten with Shawn, who 
kind of looks like fellow 
Canadian Ryan Gosling — 
and sent five of them pack¬ 
ing. EMILY JACKSON/METRO 

Olsen twins moving into the 
Fuller House after all 

So remember all that talk 
about how Mary Kate and 
Ashley Olsen had no interest 
in doing Fuller House and 
that was fine because their 
former co-stars didn't want 
them around anyway? Yeah, 
about that. A 
source tells 
Life & Style 
that the 
twins have 
had a 
change 
of 

heart 
and 


the Netflix reboot. 

"They figured it would be a 
good break from their usual 
work routine to go and join 
their old cast members," the 
source says. This, of course, 
raises more questions than 
it answers, like how do you 
work in two very famous ac¬ 
tresses for one part? Or will 
Michelle have a long-lost evil 
twin? And what exactly is 
the Olsen twins' "usual work 
routine?" 

NED EHRBAR/METRO 

Married life has Clooney 
ditching his one-T-shirt ways 

So how is George Clooney's 
life changing now that he's 
no longer a swinging bach¬ 
elor? It turns out that Amal 
Clooney hasn't been cramp¬ 
ing his style too much — un¬ 
less he gets out of line. 

"There is that moment 
when I've worn the same 
T-shirt, like, for a week that 
she says, 'Really?'" Clooney 
tells Jimmy Kimmel dur¬ 
ing an interview. But just 
in case you think stars 
really are just like us, he's 
not talking about literally 
the exact same unwashed 
shirt for a week straight, 
but more just one style of 
shirt multiple days in a row. 
"I fake her out once in a 
while," he explains. "I get 
different colours 
of the same 
T-shirt." Oh, 
you prank¬ 
ster, you. So 
it's more of 
a fashion 
faux pas 
than a 
hygien¬ 
ic con- 


are 


sign¬ 
ing 
on to 


reprise 
their 
shared 
role as 
Michelle 
Tanner for 


cern. 

Oh, 

rich 

people. 

NED 
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SATURDAY, MAY 23 & SUNDAY, MAY 24 

GET BOTH or© + 

FREE + 


THE 


SHOPPERS DRUG MART® CARD TIM HORTONS® TIM CARD® Tim Hotfcm. 


WHEN YOU SPEND $75 OR MORE ON ALMOST ANYTHING AT SHOPPERS DRUG MART* 


Visit shoppersdrugmart.ca or the store nearest you for details. 

*Some conditions may apply. Offer valid Saturday, May 23 & Sunday, May 24,2015 only. 
Shoppers Drug Mart card is valid until June 14,2015. 


PERFECT 

PAIR 

EVENT 


DRUG MART 





















Your essential daily news 
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Lime green will be the most popular accent colour this summer: Zillow Digs 
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What they’re 

asking 

Stacked towns, urban towns and condo towns 
are all townhomes that are sold as condos. It's 
the best of both worlds for homeowners looking 
for the autonomy of a freehold lowrise with the 
maintenance-free lifestyle of a condominium. 

Duncan McAllister FOR METRO 



$759,000 

Toronto 

This single-floor downtown 
unit has views of Lake On¬ 
tario from all rooms. There 
are two terraces, bamboo 
floors, a stainless-steel built- 
in dishwasher and fridge, a 
Ceran glass-ceramic range, 
microwave and stackable 
washer and dryer. The unit 
includes two tandem under¬ 
ground parking spots and a 
shed. Listing agent Alex J. 
Wilson is with RE/MAX Con¬ 
dos Plus, 416-996-5181. 

$382,400 

Winnipeg 

For sale is a three-bedroom 
unit that includes an at¬ 
tached double garage, 
high-end kitchen with plenty 
of cabinetry, an electric 
fireplace in the living room, 
hardwood floors in the din¬ 
ing room, and an outdoor 
deck. The unit, bordered by 
a forest and lake, is also five 
minutes away from a shop¬ 
ping centre. Listing agent 
Chris Kenny is a sales repre¬ 
sentative with RE/MAX Pro¬ 
fessionals, 204-899-4858. 

$309,900 

Calgary 

This two-bedroom, two- 
storey, south-facing unit is 
within walking distance of 
transit, shopping and the 
university. It features a spa¬ 
cious living room with wood- 
burning fireplace, a laundry- 
storage room, kitchen and 
dining area. The bright and 
spacious master bedroom 
opens to a second balcony. 
Tim Lind is a sales repre¬ 
sentative with RE/MAX Real 
Estate (Mountain View), 403- 
247-5171. 



$229,900 

Halifax 

You can enjoy life on the peninsula with this three-bedroom condo townhome at 5620 
Carriageway Cres. Located on a quiet cul-de-sac, it's minutes away from all amenities and 
a short walk to the Nova Scotia Community College. A true open-concept floor plan lends 
itself to the living room and dining area. The dine-in kitchen is newly renovated with all-new 
cabinetry. On the top floor are large bedrooms and a full bath. The lower level has a recrea¬ 
tion room with walkout to a patio area. Listing agent is Thomas Bagogloo from the Bagogloo 
Team, RE/MAX nova, 902-830-9006. 


I $174,800 

Ottawa 

Here's a bright, two-bed¬ 
room upper townhouse near 
amenities. It has a spacious 
living-dining room with 
laminate floors. There's a 
galley-style kitchen, plenty 
of cabinets, updated quartz 
counters, glass-tile back- 
splash and tile floors. There's 
a decent sized master bed¬ 
room with walk-in closet. 
Listing agent Geoff Mc¬ 
Gowan is a sales representa¬ 
tive with RE/MAX Affiliates 
Realty, 613-216-1755. 
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Hide 


Candy Tin 


PLACES TO HIDE YOUR CANDY 

Designers working for Swedish confectionery company Malaco have 
developed a line of products that resemble normal things such as cans, 
clocks and books, designed specifically for concealing candy. Now when 

you take candy from a baby you can hide it like an adult. MATTHEW LEE/METRO NEW YORK 


A discreet and safe spot 
to hide sweets from 
those who love them but 
loathe peas and canned 
fish. Holds 300 grams. 
Candy not included 
with any item. About 
$7 CDN at malaco.se 


Oar/fUy, 




o 

Hide 

Candy 

Globe 


A globe that opens 
reveals plenty of 
space you can fill 
with your favour¬ 
ites and then place 
in your office or 
living room, with 
no one the wiser 
about its contents. 
Globe is 20 centi¬ 
metres in diameter. 
About $20 CDN at 
malaco.se 


Q Hide Candy Book 


Here's a book you can (sort of) sink your teeth into. Fill up what 
looks like a classic novel for your nightstand and have ammu¬ 
nition at the ready in case of a midnight snack attack. About 
$15 CDN, also at malaco.se 




Budget Blinds has partnered with 
Wounded Warriors Canada to donate funds* 
to support ill and injured 
Canadian Armed Forces Veterans, 
members, and their families. 


25% OFF 

SIGNATURE SERIES® 
WINDOW COVERINGS" 



Canada's #1 Choice for Window Coverings 




BLINDS, SHADES, SHUTTERS, DRAPES AND MORE 
CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STYLE CONSULTANT TODAY! 
BudgetBlinds.ca | 1-866-472-2188 


*Budget Blinds has a goal of donating $15,000 to Wounded Warriors Canada in 2015. Thanks to our partner Springs Window Fashions, we're able to commit to this goal **Applies to selected window treatments by Budget Blinds®. 
Some restrictions moy apply. Ask for detoils. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time of estimate only. At participating franchises only. 

©2015 Budget Blinds, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is a trademark of Budget Blinds, Inc. and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. 











KEYLESS 

REMOTE 

ENTRY 


SPECIAL PURCHASE 


20151500 Crew Cab 4X2 - Room for the Whole Family! 




WAS 

*42/390 


NOW *27.987 


FREIGHT 

INCLUDED 


*198 BW Incujmd 


f 


DARTMOUTH 

CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE RAM 


61 ATHORPE DRIVE, DARTMOUTH, NS 

(902) 469-9050 ddodge.com 


*Price excludes taxes & fees. Payments include taxes & fees. $0 down. 96 month term. OAC. 




























































SPORTS 


Stephen Curry was fined $5,000 for his flop in the Warriors' Gamel, West final win over the Rockets 


Down to business with Babcock 


BUILDING FROM THE BENCH 

Coach gets 
$5oMto turn 
around sad 
sack Leafs 

Brendan Shanahan and the To¬ 
ronto Maple Leafs swung for the 
fences and landed the biggest 
free agent of the NHL off-season. 

It’s not a franchise corner¬ 
stone defenceman or a No. 1 
centre but highly sought after 
coach Mike Babcock, who had 
his pick of jobs and chose the 
Leafs on an eight-year contract 
worth $50 million. 

“I’m proud of Shanny, I’m 
proud that he dreamt big,” Maple 
Leaf Sports & Entertainment 
president and CEO Tim Leiwelce 
said. “He got the big whale.” 

It took a bidding war, and the 
Leafs won it. 

Babcock had no shortage of 
suitors, from Detroit, where he 
coached for the past 10 years, to 
Buffalo and San Jose. The man 
considered the top hockey coach 
in the world now has a deal that 
makes him the highest-paid 
coach in the league. 

The Saskatoon native will re¬ 
portedly receive a large signing 
bonus and make between $5 


million US and $6 million per 
season, well above the $3.5 mil¬ 
lion Joel Quenneville of Chicago 
Blackhawlcs pulls in annually. 
Babcock joins a Leafs team that 
has missed the playoffs nine of 
the past 10 seasons. 

Toronto will send a third- 
round pick to the Red Wings 
as compensation for Babcock. 

Landing Babcock is a major 
coup for Shanahan, who in 
the past 13 months since tak¬ 
ing over as president has fired 
general manager Dave Nonis, 
coach Randy Carlyle, interim 
Peter Horachelc and several as¬ 
sistants and scouts. 

“I know there were people 
that ultimately questioned 
whether or not Brendan would 
come in here and ultimately be 
a great president,” Leiwelce said 
during a news conference an¬ 
nouncing the sale of the CFL’s 
Toronto Argonauts at BMO Field. 
“You have to give him a lot of 
credit. This is a vision he had 
early on.” 

Babcock won a Stanley Cup 
with Detroit in 2008, went to 
the final in 2003 with Anaheim 
and in 2009 with the Red Wings 
and captured two Olympic gold 
medals for Canada. 

With his contract up, the 
52-year-old had his pick of stay¬ 
ing in Detroit or choosing a new 



I think he's really going to 
enjoy being in Toronto and 
I think he'll do a great job. 

Wayne Gretzky who worked with Mike 
Babcock for team Canada during the 
2010 Vancouver Olympics. 



By the numbers 


.627 


A LOOK AT THE TROPHY CASE Q 


The Leafs' new bench boss is the only 
head coach to have won a Stanley Cup, 
Olympic gold medal and world cham¬ 
pionship. Here's a look at some of his top 
accomplishments. 

Stanley Cups won (Detroit, 2008) 


L Olympic gold medals won with 
Canada (2010, 2014) 


5 Major titles won 
(two Olympic golds, 
one Stanley Cup, 
one world cham¬ 
pionship, one world 
junior championship) 


10 Years with 
Red Wings. They 
made the playoffs 
each season 

107 m 


Points 
accumu¬ 
lated over 
146 games 
as a defence- 
man with the 
McGill Redmen 


Regular- 
season winning per¬ 
centage in the NHL) 


challenge. Red Wings general 
manager Ken Holland, who said 
he’s “happy for Mike,” also con¬ 
firmed he didn’t want to give 
Babcock a contract longer than 
five years. 

After the Red Wings were 
eliminated from the playoffs, 
Babcock expressed concerns 
about the long-term future with 
stars Pavel Datsyulc and Henrik 
Zetterberg in their mid-30s. 

Having made the post-sea¬ 
son in 11 of his 12 years 
in the NHL, Babcock 
joins a Toronto team 
that has struggled to 
get there. 

Last month 
Shanahan said 
he was look¬ 
ing for general 
manager and 
coach who 
“want to be 
part of this 
direction 
and turn- 
ing it 
around.” 

“We’re 
hoping to 
find people 
that are here for 
a long time, share this 
vision,” Shanahan said in 
April. 

Babcock’s eight-year 
contract — which re¬ 
portedly includes an 
out clause after five — 
shows this is a long-term 
move. His salaiy, which 
is in line with the best 
in the NFL and NBA, also 
proves the Leafs are Bab¬ 
cock’s team for the long 
haul. 


THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Steven Stamkos scored in the first period of the Lightning's win 
over the Rangers on Wednesday night in Tampa, Fla. 


MIKE CARLSON/GETTY IMAGES 


NHL PLAYOFFS 

OT win gives Bolts 
control of East final 


Nikita Kucherov scored 3:33 
into overtime to give the 
Tampa Bay Lightning a 6-5 vic- 
toiy over the New York Rangers 
on Wednesday night in Game 3 
of the Eastern Conference final. 

Ondrej Palat had two goals 
and an assist, and Tyler John¬ 
son, Steven Stamkos and Alex 
Killorn each had one goal and 
an assist for the Lightning. 
They took a 2-1 lead in the 
best-of-seven that continues 
Friday night at Amalie Arena. 


GAME 3 In Tampa, Fla. 



The winner came about a 
minute after New York goal¬ 
ie Henrik Lundqvist made a 
terrific stop on J.T. Brown’s 
breakaway. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


© IN BRIEF 


New Bruins GM appears 
lukewarm on coach Julien 

On his first day as general 
manager of the Boston 
Bruins, Don Sweeney met 
with Claude Julien and de¬ 
clined to give his Stanley 
Cup-winning coach more 
than a tepid endorsement. 

"He's the coach of the 
Boston Bruins as of to¬ 
day, for sure," Sweeney 
said Wednesday in a news 
conference after he was 
promoted to become the 
eighth GM in the 81-year 
history of the Original Six 
franchise, the associated press 


Sens re-sign Hamburglar 

Andrew Hammond has 
shown he has what it takes 
to play at a high level in the 
NHL in a short-term situa¬ 
tion. Now he is ready to 
show he can do it over the 
length of his new contract 
and beyond. 

The Ottawa Senators 
signed the goaltender to 
a $4.05-million US, three- 
year contract on Wednes¬ 
day. Hammond's spectacu¬ 
lar late-season run played a 
big part in getting the Sen¬ 
ators into the playoffs. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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A-Rod, Yankees on good terms again 


MLB 

Team owner 
says notorious 
star has 'been a 
great asset’ 

Now that Alex Rodriguez has 
more home runs than law¬ 
suits, the New York Yankees 
are happy with him. 


The 39-year-old began Wed¬ 
nesday with a .248 batting aver¬ 
age following his return from 
a season-long drug suspension, 
and his 10 homers and 22 RBIs 
were both second on the team 
to Mark Teixeira. 

“If he was healthy, I’ve al¬ 
ways said, he’d be a good asset, 
and he’s been a great asset,” 
Yankees owner Hal Steinbren- 
ner said Wednesday before the 
Major League Baseball executive 


council meeting. “He’s been 
playing well, and he’s been 
producing.” 

New York and A-Rod sniped 
at each other for 1-1/2 years. 
He refused to say in July 2013 
whether he trusted the Yankees, 
would not speak with manage¬ 
ment without one of his law¬ 
yers and filed a medical mal¬ 
practice suit against the team 
physician. He also sued MLB, 
then-commissioner Bud Selig 


and the players’ association. 

He withdrew the suits and 
apologized for his actions. Now, 
even a dispute over a $6-million 
marketing bonus isn’t causing 
public acrimony. 

While he has not played a 
full season since 2007 because 
of two hip surgeries and various 
injuries, Rodriguez appeared 
in 37 of the Yankees’ first 40 
games, including 32 as a desig¬ 
nated hitter, the associated press 



Alex Rodriguez, right, entered Wednesday having slugged 10 
homers for the Yankees this season, jim rogash/getty images 



SELECTION. SERVICE. ADVICE. 

CANADA’S ULTIMATE HOCKEY MEGASTORE. 

FOR STORE LOCATIONS & HOURS VISIT PROHOCKEYLIFE.COM 

200 Hector Gate | Dartmouth Crossing | prohockeylife.com 

This 14 day event starts Thursday, May 21, 2015. Prices in this advertisement are in effect Thursday, May 21, 2015 to Wednesday, June 3, 2015. This offer may be extended beyond this 
point. If any advertising error or omission is discovered, Pro Hockey Life will make the appropriate corrections and notify our customers as soon as possible. Quantities may be limited. 
Selection (styles, sizes, colours, models) may vary by store. We reserve the right to limit quantities. ®Registered trademark of FGL Sports Ltd. All other trademarks are the property of their 
respective owner(s). 


2022 WORLD CUP 

Sponsors push FIFA 
on Qatar labour 


FIFA came under pressure from 
sponsors Adidas, Coca-Cola and 
Visa on Wednesday to push 
Qatar to improve conditions 
for migrant workers as the coun¬ 
try rapidly expands to host the 
2022 World Cup. 

The calls from high-profile 
commercial backers of soccer’s 
flagship tournament come amid 
ongoing concerns from rights 
groups over labour 
laws and living con¬ 
ditions for workers. 

FIFA insisted 
Wednesday that 
reform of worker 
rights is underway 
in Qatar and that 
the World Cup is 
proving to be a 
“catalyst for signifi¬ 
cant change.” 

But the state¬ 
ment from credit 
card company Visa is the strong¬ 
est public expression of unease 
yet from a FIFA sponsor about 
the plight of workers in the tiny 
oil and natural gas-rich country. 

“We continue to be troubled 
by the reports coming out of 
Qatar related to the World Cup 
and migrant worker conditions,” 
Visa said in a statement. “We 
have expressed our grave con¬ 
cern to FIFA, and urge them 


to take all necessaiy actions to 
work with the appropriate au¬ 
thorities and organizations to 
remedy this situation and en¬ 
sure the health and safety of 
all involved.” 

Adidas, the World Cup ball 
provider since 1970, said it re¬ 
mains in “constant dialogue” 
with FIFA and pointed to pres¬ 
sure already being applied on 
Qatar by soccer’s 
governing body. 

“There have been 
significant improve¬ 
ments and these ef¬ 
forts are ongoing, 
but everyone rec¬ 
ognizes that more 
needs to be done 
in a collective ef¬ 
fort with all stake¬ 
holders involved,” 
Adidas said in a 
statement. 

Coca-Cola stressed in a state¬ 
ment that it “does not condone 
human rights abuses” but, like 
Adidas and Visa, did not threaten 
to withdraw its sponsorship over 
Qatar concerns. 

“We expect FIFA to continue 
taking these matters serious¬ 
ly and to work toward further 
progress,” the Atlanta-based soft 
drinks manufacturer said in a 
statement, the associated press 




FIFA financial 
accounts indicate 
that Adidas, Visa 
and Coca-Cola pay 
around $30 million 
ayear to sponsor 
world soccer's 
governing body 


© IN BRIEF 

Draw keeps Sunderland 
safe in Premier League 

Sunderland secured its 
Premier League survival 
on Wednesday by draw¬ 
ing 0-0 at Arsenal, denying 
the London club a chance 
to guarantee a place in the 
Champions League group 
stage. 

Sunderland moved four 
points clear of the relega¬ 
tion zone with a game to 
spare, ensuring Dick Advo- 
caat completed the surviv¬ 
al mission he took on when 
replacing Gus Poyet as 
manager two months ago. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Argos sale made official 

After months of uncer¬ 
tainty, the future of the To¬ 
ronto Argonauts is starting 
to look brighter. 

Bell and MLSE chairman 
Larry Tanenbaum officially 
announced Wednesday 
that they have purchased 
the CFL team and will re¬ 
locate it to BMO Field. 

The Argos currently play 
at Rogers Centre, home of 
the Toronto Blue Jays. Their 
lease at the domed sta¬ 
dium runs through the 2017 
season, but can be termin¬ 
ated earlier. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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RECIPE Sliced Steak 
with Pineapple Salsa 



tmsmisEm 

Rose Reisman 

rosereisman.com 

IP @rosereisman 



I A quick & delicious barbequed 
dinner with a fresh sweet salsa 

Ready in 

Prep time: 5 minutes 
I Cook time: 10 minutes 

Ingredients 

I • VA lb lean grilling steak, such 
' as New York strip or top sirloin 

• 4 (1" thick) slices of fresh 
pineapple 

• 1 green jalapeno sliced lengthwise 
■ in half, seeds and ribs removed 

| • 1/3 cup diced red onion 

• 3 Tbsp chopped cilantro 
| • 1 Tbsp olive oil 

I • 1 Tbsp lemon juice 
•Salt 

L _ _ _ _ _ 


Directions 

1. In a large grill pan or barbeque, 
cook steak until desired done¬ 
ness. For medium rare, cook 
until temperature reaches 135 

F. Let sit for 10 minutes. 

2. Meanwhile, grill pineapple 
and jalapeno pepper for about 
five minutes, just until grill marks 
appear on both sides. 

3. Dice pineapple and jalapeno 
and add to bowl. Add remaining 
ingredients. Slice steak thinly, fan 
out on platter and top with salsa. 

Nutrition per serving 
(recipe serves 4) 

• Calories 300 

• Protein 37 g 
•Carbohydrates 55g 

• Fibre 1 g 

• Total fat 13 g 
PHOTO: ROSE REISMAN 


CROSSWORD Canada Across and Down BY KELLY ANN BUCHANAN 



ACROSS 

1. Boarding locale 
at the airport 
5. Soldiers see ac¬ 
tion in it 
8. Farm fig¬ 
ure's filling 

13. Wild goat 

14. Charlemagne's 
li'l domain 
15.8th Greek letter 
16.Small estuaries 

17. NHL Oilers, on 
scoreboards 

18. _ Creek, Yukon 
(The most west¬ 
erly community 

in Canada) 

19. Actor's rep 

20. Rapa _ (Easter 
Island) 

21. Narrated again 

22. Food 
assortment 
24. Woodstock 
farmer. Max (b.1919 
- d.1973) 

26. Grow a 
Pinocchio nose 

27. Debacle 

29. NBA's Kings, on 
scoreboards 

30. At any point 

31. State of bless¬ 
ed happiness 
33. Pre-Target-in- 
Canada stores 

35. Prefix to 
'culture' 

36. Mr. Zatopek of 
Olympic track 

37. Pope Francis' juris¬ 
diction: 2 wds. 

40. Newfound¬ 
land rum 

44. Whizzes 

45. Health 
supplements store 

47. Kylie Mino- 


gue's sister 

48. Gathered 

49. Pristina's locale 

51. Bilko, et al. 

52. Damsel 

54. Clamour 

55. Commuter 
service, e.g. 

56. Main course 

57. Ms. Lupino 


58. "Farewell!" 

59. The constella¬ 
tion Orion's shini¬ 
est star 

60. First word in In¬ 
ferno by Dante 

61. Stars sci. 

62. Bulk-carry¬ 
ing barges 

63. The Panthe¬ 


on member 

64. Curds and _ 

DOWN 

1. Animal on classic 
Canadian kids show 
"The 

Friendly Giant" 

2. Ms. Breslin of 
movies 


3. Item for serving 
beverages to have 
with cucumber sand¬ 
wiches: 2 wds. 

4. "All My __ Live 
in Texas" by 
George Strait 

5. Bryan Adams' 
duet with Melanie 
C: 3 wds. 


6. Per __ ad astra 
(Through adversity 
to the stars) 

7. Inattentive 

8. Ranch animal 

9. '70s Show" 

10. Orbit 

11. Designer's 
studio 

12. Tower of Lon¬ 
don guards, Yeo- 
men __ 

18. "Hard Core 
Logo" (1996) direc¬ 
tor born in Kings¬ 
ton, ON: 2 wds. 

23. Written works 
25. Fixed stares 

28. Slangy-style 
smokes 

30. "Grey's Anatomy" 
star Ms. Pompeo's 

32. Demeanors 
34. Former cur¬ 
rency in Italy 

37. The Road _ 
(Canadian coun¬ 
try band) 

38. __ Flight 815, 
as per "Lost" 

39. Oscar-winning 
"Frozen" (2013) 
song: 3 wds. 

41. Vancou¬ 
ver's _ Bay 

42. Sodium __ (Food 
additive) 

43. Explorers, Con¬ 
federation, The 
Last Spike, etc. = 
Canadian __ 

46. Program¬ 
mer's skill 

49. Stability provid¬ 
ers for boats 

50. VOD = __ On 
Demand 

53. Ms. Barrymore 
58. Crow's cry 


* IT'S ALL IN THE STARS by Sally Brompton 


Aries March 21 - April 20 
Get out and about as much as you can 
over the next few days. Your bubbly 
personality will attract people to you 
and doors will open just when you 
need them to open. 

Taurus April 21 - May 21 
It might be a good idea not to make 
any money-related decisions for the 
time being. The Sun's move into the 
financial area of your chart will show 
you ways to boost your income but 
don't go at it too quickly. 

Gemini May 22-June 21 
A new solar year begins for you today 
and you must start it in the right frame 
of mind. All the bad things that hap¬ 
pened in recent months are no longer 
of any concern. Only the good things 
that are going to happen matter now. 


Cancer June 22 - July 23 
Don't do things for other people 
that they really should be doing for 
themselves. As the Sun moves into 
the most sensitive area of your chart 
today someone may try to make 
you feel guilty so they can take ad¬ 
vantage of you. Don't let them. 

Leo July 24 - Aug. 23 
You will see results today, tomor¬ 
row and over the weekend for 
something you started earlier in the 
year and that's good because you 
were thinking of giving up. Stick 
it out. The tide is about to turn. 

It Virgo Aug. 24 - Sept. 23 
Try not to think of everything that 
happens in terms of win or lose. With 
the Sun crossing the career angle of 
your chart today you are sure to be 
more competitive than usual. 


Libra Sept. 24 - Oct. 23 
There were times of late when you did 
not have the first idea what was go¬ 
ing on but now the Sun is moving in 
your favour again you will see with the 
utmost clarity — and what you see will 
most likely delight you. 

Scorpio Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 
You don't have to be nice to people 
just because you think it is ex¬ 
pected of you. If you don't want 
to associate with certain individ¬ 
uals, for whatever reason, that is 
your right — use it or lose it. 

Sagittarius Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 
Go out of your way to be nice to 
partners, loved ones and colleagues 
today because you will be depending 
on them a lot over the next few weeks. 
Do what you can to make life easier for 
them and you will get plenty in return. 


CONCEPTIS SUDOKU by Dave Green 


Every row, column and box contains 1-9 


Capricorn Dec. 22 - Jan. 20 
You may have to make some minor ad¬ 
justments to your working routine over 
the next few days but that's okay. The 
more you change now the less you will 
have to change later. 

Aquarius Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 
The negative frame of mind you have 
been labouring under in recent weeks 
will disappear either today or 
tomorrow and everything will be light 
again. Well, almost. You will still have 
to deal with a few annoying people. 

Pisces Feb. 20 - March 20 
The Sun's move into the domestic area 
of your chart today means you need 
to devote more time to your family. 
Whatever your duties in other direc¬ 
tions your main responsibility now is to 
those who depend on you the most. 






We want YOUR opinion! 

Join our Online Reader Panel and help make your Metro News 
even better. Join for a chance to win a $25 gift card. 

metronews.ca/panel metr 
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DRIVING HIGHER STANDARDS 
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DARTMOUTH 60 BAKER DRIVE, UNIT - D 
HYUNDAI 902-465-7500 
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